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THE OFFICE OF DEACON *

The authoritative deliverance of the Free Church of Scotland anent

deacons, as reprinted in " The Form of Church Government," among their

"Subordinate Standards and other authoritative Documents," published by
authority of the General Assembly, is:

—

" The Scripture doth hold out deacons as distinct officers in the Church.
"Whose office is perpetual. To whose office it belongs not to preach the Word,

or administer the sacraments, but to take special care in distributing to the necessities of

the poor.''

In support of this finding for the office of deacon, reference is made to

Paul's Epistle to the Philippians, where he speaks (i. 1) of " the bishops and
deacons,'' and to liis first letter to Timothy, in which he specially describes the

proper characteristics of " the deacons.^^

Then for the dutie^s of the office we are referred to its first institution as

narrated in the sixth of Acts.

In the Book of DiscipHne prepared by Knox, the paragraph, " Of the deacons,

and their office and election,'' is as follows:

—

"The deacons must be men of good estimation and report, discreet, of good conscience,

charitable, wyse, and finally endewed with such vertues as Saint Paul requyreth in them.

(1 Tim. iii. 8.) Their office is to gather the alms diligently, and faythfully to distribute it,

with consent of the ministers and elders ; also to provyde for the sicke and impotent per-

sons
;

having ever a diligent care that the charity of godly men be not wasted upon
loyterers and ydle vagabonds. Their election is as hath been before rehearsed in the

ministers and elders."—P. 65, copy 1633.

I quote the above from a very old and imperfect copy prefixed to Knox's
Psalms, in my possession. Mr. Lorimer, of Glasgow, quotes the reference

to " deacon " from the First Book of Discipline, somewhat differently, thus :

—

"The office of deacon is to receive the rents, and gather the alms of the kirk, to keep
and distribute the same as by the minister and Kirk shall be appointed. They may also

assist in judgement with the minister and elders, and may be admitted to read in assembly
if they be required and be able thereto,"

The date of the First Book of Discipline is 1560, but a few years previous

to that date we read (Lorimer, p. 79) " that a number of private Christians

who had been brought to the knowledge of the truth under the labours of the

reformers, met together for religious conference, the reading of the Scriptures

and prayer." " Convinced," says Mr. McCrie (Life of Knox, 2nd Edit. vol.

i. p. 229), "of the necessity of order and discipline in their societies, and
desirous to have them organised, so far as within their power, agreeably to

the institution of Christ, they proceeded to choose elders for the inspection of

* A paper read at a quarterly meeting of ministers and office-bearers connected with

the Presbytery of London, in June last, by William Ferguson, Esq., of Hampstead.

No. IQ^.—New Serifis. 16



238 THE OPFICE OF DEACON.

their manners, to whom they promised subjection, arid deacons for the collec-

tion arid distribution of alms to the poor J''

This was not a new proceeding in the history of the Christian Church, but

we shall not stop now to trace it farther back. It is more to our purpose to

know that the Church of Scotland put its views into practice, for we are told

that in John Knox's church, St. Giles's, Edinburgh (Lorimer p. 83), and
which contained 3,000 hearers, there were twelve elders, and not Icvss than

sixteen deacons.

The Second Book of Discipline, which dates from 1578, repeats more at

large what the first book states as to the office of deacon. We only quote

now two sentences :

—

" I. The word Diaconos sometimes is largely taken, comprehending all those who bear

office in the ministry and perpetual function in the Kirk.
" II. But now as we speak, it is taken only for those to whom the collection and dis-

tribution of the alms of the faithful and ecclesiastical goods do appertain."

It appears, then, that the office of the deacon has to do with the temporal

in contrast to and contradistinction from the spiritual and ruling functions of

ministers and elders, and that this has all along been the idea of Presby-

terianism as a complete and well carried out system.

This idea is, we think, fully borne out on examination of the institution of

the order as narrated in the sixth of Acts. It grew out of the necessities of

the Church. It was found to meet a particular phase of the Church's wants,

and in it we find a principle of adaptation which the Church need not fear

to act on always in meeting the requirements of ever-changing circum-

stances.

Let me call your attention to the origin of their office in a few sentences

condensing the interesting remarks of a German writer, to which my notice

has been kindly directed:

—

" It is discovered that the apostolical office is not an adequate organisation for the whole
Church. The Apostles were the recipients of the oiferings of brotherly love poured in

those days of early emotion with such liberality into the Church's common trt-asury.

They had to provide for the just and appropriate distribution of these funds. Perhaps at

first, when selfishness was kept down by the might of the original inspiration of the Spirit,

this was easy, but soon the weakness of human nature prevailed and there were murmurs.
" The true work of the Apostles was to preach, and no doubt they employed others to

distribute these funds, whose acts gave occasion for discontent, and that a discontent which
attached to the responsible parties, the Apostles themselves. 'The Apostles hereupon
call together the whole multitude of the disciple?;, and publicly declare that the previous

regulation, by which all official employment and occupation was vested in the hands of

the Apostles, was defective, and they therefore propose another arrangement, according to

which the duty of distributing alms is to be assigned to others.' The Spirit which speaks

by the Apostle censures a defective regulation, even though such censure may derogate

ivom the official authority of the Apostles; and he brings forward a better one, although
this is to be built up out of the community itself, notwithstanding that it was there that

the dissension had broken out. Accordingly, the Apostles first of all lay their proposi-

tion before the assembly, evidently with the view of gaining for it their approbation. And
those who were addressed by the title of "Brethren" viewed the matter precisely in this

light, lor Luke tells us that the saying of the Apostles met with the approval of the whole
multitude. And their assent gained, the community were left to themselves to choose out

of their own number seven men possessed of certain specified qualifications. These seven,

thus put forward by the comnmuity, are then named to intimate the importance attached

to this ordinance. And thus elected, they are presented to the Apostles, who with prayer

and imposition of hands, institute them into their office of distributors of alms."

1. We have here, then, a special authority for the order—an authority

based on the mind of the Holy Spirit, speaking through the Apostles.

2. We have, then, the great fact that the deacons were chosen by the

ptiople from among themselves.
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3. Further, that these deacons so chosen were consecrated, set apart,

specially and solemnly, by prayer and by the laying on of hands, to this

office, which was one of a secular character, within the Church.

4. And we have, finally, the business in which they were to be engaged

:

the almsgiving of the Church, comprehending at that period the whole

pecuniary business of the Church.

We are left in no doubt as to the result of this new feature in the Church's

platform :

—

"We are not expressly told," says Baumgarten, " that this institution of the diaconate

remedied the existing evil ; we can, however, with tolerably perfect confidence, infer from

it, that the office was introduced into all the Apostolical Churches. Moreover, this

result is clearly implied in the close of the narrative before us (verse 7.) For the increase

of the Word, the great multiplication of the members of the community, to which even

a great company of the priests now joined themselves, cannot in such a context mean
anything else than that the disturbances to which, on the occasion of the distribution of

the alms of the society, selfishness had for some time given rise, were completely removed
by the institution of the diaconate; and that the very thing which had threatened so much
confusion would now, by means of the operation of the Spirit which dwelt within the

Church, tend rather to the furtherance of the truth."

Similar has been the experience of those Churches which in this matter

have adopted the Apostolic plan. That experience testifies to the wisdom
and appropriateness of the arrangements which devolve a separate and direct

responsibility, as to all the pecuniary affairs of the Church, upon officers

selected and set apart for that very thing. The spiritual officers are relieved

of distracting cares, and, while still consulted, are kept free from the harass-

ment of administration.

On the other hand, the existence of a special organization for all the money
affairs of the Churcji is calculated to stimulate systematic liberality w^here it

is sluggish or fitful, and to direct aright, and guard from becoming a source

of evil, that liberality which true religion creates.

On the qualifications of deacons, nothing can be said more explicit than

the original requirements amplified by Paul—" Men of honest repoit; full

of the Holy Ghost; full of wisdom." How comprehensive, yet how precise!

Who is sufficient for these things ? In those early days they had no diffi-

culty in finding men up to the mark. We find men still. Is it that they

are up to the mark, or have we relaxed the standard?—and yet a few years

later than the pristine pencilling in outline Paul filled in the diaconal por-

traiture, without any relaxation of the original precise lines.

Likewise must the deacons

—

1. Be grave.—Not austere or morose, but of dignified gravity. Reverence,

veneration, are required in deacons as well as other officials. And this does

not imply austerity. No! the religion of Jesus is a joyous thing ; but its

joy is a staid, quiet, pure, lowly joy—serene, calm, equable, persistent.

2. Not double-tongued— in other words, sincere.

3. Not given to much wine.—Temperate. In the early days of the Church,
as now, temptation to excess was very great. Hence the frequent exhorta-
tions on this point in Scripture, and this special one for deacons.

4. Not greedy of filthy lucre.—There was a Judas among the Apostles.

He was treasurer, and he was a thief. The caution was not unneeded.
But, apart altogether from the temptation to personal aggrandisement, there

is sometimes a temptation to carry the avaricious feeling into the affairs of

any society to which the miserly-inclined may belong. The deacon must
be generous, large-hearted

;
withal, he should be prudent, not reckless or

spendthrift, but judiciously liberal, kind, and helpful.

5. Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.—That is, well-
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acquainted with the doctrines of the Gospel. For in his work as a distri-

butor of alms, he may have many opportunities of speaking for the Master

—

making his alms preach. And this he must do, not from head knowledge
only, but from a strong conscientious attachment to it—m a pure conscience :

a deep and unalterable impression and apprehension of the truth that has
saved him, and is able also and therefore, in his estimation and certain belief,

to,save others.

6. Proved.—He is to give evidence of fitness ; and found blameless, then

he may use the office of the deacon. In this requirement of probation we
have a strong evidence of the importance attached to the office by the

Apostles.

7. The husband of one wife.—This requirement the law of our land

secures. In the days of the Apostles it was otherwise ; and as many of the

converts were heathens, the qualification was not so unnecessary.

8. And that wife also grave, not slanderous, sober, faithful in all things;'''''

for, lastly.

9. Riding their children and their houses well, the deacons must show

their ability to rule in the house of God. And whatever a man's private

character may be, if the influence of his family does not lie in the direction

indicated as needful for his own personal influence, he is not a man fit for

office in the Church.

"There are few things," says Mr. Lorimer, " which in the estimation of the world

discredit the head of a house more than having no authority at home, and bringing up a

disorderly and disliked family of children. Few things recommend religion and its

friends more than excellence in the relative duties of life. No wonder, then, that Paul

sums up the qualifications of the deacon in ruling his own family well."

In a word. The qualifications of a Bible deacon are " sound piety, intel-

ligence, a talent for business, tenderness for the poor, and good management
at home."

" Let none [I use the words of Mr. Lorimer] despise the office. The Apostle Paul

evidently regards it as of high value ; and important as it is, he teaches the deacon to

aspire after a sphere of more extensive usefulness. He calls upon deacons, by their

diligence, intelligence, zeal, perseverance, and other good qualities, to approve them-

selves meet for the higher and more spiritual offices of the Church—those of the ruling

elder and the pastor. He would have them thus "purchase for themselves a good degree."

Surely it is to the honour of the office of deacon that it is not only good in itself, but is a

step and preparation for higher good."

And now, what should a deacon do ?

When the office was first instituted, it had the charge of the distribution

of the common funds of the Church. In those days this embraced all the

pecuniary affairs with which the Church had to do. And by inference we
argue that in these later days, likewise, the deacons are the proper adminis-

trative officers for all the money matters of the Church.

1. There will be, first, the care of the poor. In most of our congregations

there are some who need the help of brethren better oflT than themselves, and
for whom a general fund is provided. It falls to the deacon, in being the

Church's almoner, to ascertain, by personal visiting at the homes of

claimants, that they are worthy objects of the Church's bounty
;
and, being

so, to see that the Church's bounty is conveyed to them in a kindly and

sympathizing way.

2. Another department of the deacon's duty is to arrange for the due

receipt of the Church revenue and its due disbursement. The seat-rents

and the Church-door collections are sacred monies, contributed for religious
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purposes, and are therefore rightly to be cared for by sacredly ordained

officers.

3. And there is the due stimulating of the Church's members to a sys-

tematic liberality towards the Church's mission-work. To sustain a regular

flow of their liberality, an organized plan for receiving it is needful. And
it is the duty of the deacon, by himself, or by collectors under his super-

vision, periodically to gather in from his own allotted district the free-will

offerings of the people, and to see that, when so gathered in, they are in due
course applied to the furtherance of the objects for which they were
contributed.

4. And, in the doing of this, what room for friendly intercourse and
mutual help! The healthy tone of a congregation is stimulated by a regular

circulation of its officers amongst its members, and in the conduct of

meetings for religious conversation and prayer. In visiting from house to

house, for which the periodical collection of the bounty of the brethren gives

the opportunity, there is a field of Christian usefulness, delightfully

interesting, and of width enough to occupy all the sanctified energies of the

earnest and loving man of God.

Associated with the pastor and elder in the deliberative session, where
plans of usefulness and improvement are originated, the deacon's local know-
ledge is claimed and afforded. From the chamber of council he goes forth,

the administrator, to put the well-considered plan into practical operation.

And he who uses the office of a deacon well purchases for himself a good
degree—a good degree in the reflex good which his own better nature

gathers from works of faith and labours of love ; a good degree in the

enviable estimation^ he is held in for his work's sake ; a good degree, in the

promised " Well done" for the good and faithful servant, acknowledged by
the Master as his benefactor—" For inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the

least of these, ye did it unto me."
" A good degree." " Such is the will of God." (I am using language

first heard from the pulpit of Regent Square in affectionate tribute to John
Angell James.) " Such are the beneficent offices towards our brethren which
our gracious Master is pleased to accept as offerings of affection to himself.

They involve some sacrifice. They require time and thought, toil and self-

denial
;

nay, they sometimes require Avhat is more life-wasting than the

sweat of the brow—the sweat of the brain, the exhausting expenditure of

mind, the pouring forth of affection, and thought, and feeling. But it is

well worth while. It is the only way to follow the worthies ; it is the only

way to follow the Forerunner himself, and join the cloud of w itnesses ; it is

the only way to make delightful hereafter to ourselves the reminiscences of

our earthly sojourn
;
and, after passing away to the everlasting habitations,

it is the only way to survive a little longer here in those best shrines the

grateful memories of the good. And thus to work hard through the day is

the true plan to fall softly on sleep at its close—no thorn in the pillow, no
dread of next awaking ; the gentle " good night," and faint sobs of survivors,

melting into angels' songs and heaven's " good morrow ;
" the work finished,

the world made better, the generation served, the Master glorified."
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ojs^ tue natuee of substitution*

All who Lave thought on the subject of the atonement, and especially in

connection with the controversies of these days, \vill have seen the necessity

of forming right notions of substitution before we can clearly understand the

subjtct of the atonement itself; or that, in fjict, our ideas of the atonement
will just be according to our ideas of substitution.

Substitution is, literally, standing in the place of another, or acting

in the place of another. A substitute is one who acts for another; or,

in the case of suftWing, who suffers for another. In the transactions of

life substitution is not an imcommon thing One who pays the debts

of another is that other's substitute. In the high offices of law a sub-

stitute often performs tlie part of a principal. So far the w^ord is plain

aad intelligible. It is when it is applied to the case of atonements that

it suffers some obscuration, or that our ideas of it are not so precise and
determinate. And yet we do not see why it should be any more unintelli-

gible in this than in any other case, or in regard to any other matter. One
would think that in. the case of an atonement, substitution would just be

what it is in everything else—standing in the place of another: and that it

would be on the part of the substitute the doing of that thing which the

person in whose place the substitute stands would otherwise have been

required to do. In the instance of human punishment, the cases of atone-

ment have been raje; history hardly furnishes an example. So true are the

words of Scripture:—" Scahckly for a righteous man will one die." The
story of Damon and Pythias is the only instance of substitution that occurs

to us. But supposing the instances had been as frequent as they are rare, it

would have been the substitution of one person for another, and that person

doing the very thing which would have been required to be done by that

other. Pythias put himself in the place of bis friend Damon, in case the

latter should not return in time to suffer, himself, the death which he had

been condenmed to die. Pythias was the substitute of Damon, and would

have died in his room had not Damon returned in time to redeem his pledge;

and, along with the devotion of Pythias, to give such a proof of human
virtue as melted the heart of the tyrant by whose sentence he was to suffer.

Such is plainly substitution ; and v/e see not why any refinement or in-

genuity should have given such a gloss to the subject as to pervert the ideas

of substitution altogether, and make it impossible to perceive in the atone-

ment, which is theorised upon and contended for, anything like substitution

at all. The case of Zaleucus is the favourite one of these modern theorisers,

as if that was substitution—although, even in this instance, there was one

main element of substitution, viz., suffering for another. In substitution,

strict substitution, or rather, proper substitution, there are these two things

—

the substitution of a person ; and not the substitution of a punishment, but the

hearing of the same punishment which would have fallen to be endured by the

party for whom the substitution takes place. It is not substitution without

these. According to the modern views, atonement, properly speaking, is the

substitution of punishment, and not of person ; one punishment being ac-

cepted for another ; and it might as well be accepted in the person who
should have borne the original punishment, as in another who stands in his

stead ;
or, the system of expedients being introduced in the plan of govern-

ment to evade punishments, we do not see why one expedient ma}'' not be as

good as another. According to these views, it is not an atonement if there

* This able article appeared in the Free Church Magazine," September, 1S47.



ON THE NATURE OF SUBSTITUTION. 243

is the same punishment as would have been otherwise inflicted; or, at all

events, it would appear from these views that the further away from the

actual punishment the expedient adopted, the more does it partake of the

nature of an atonement. An atonement is something done, it would appear

(without saying any more about it, and no more can be said about it), by
which, or in virtue of which, tlie actual infliction of punishment may be

evaded. Even the etymology of the word is pressed into the service ; and

an atonement being an at-one-ment^ is enough to show that if a reconciliation

can be effected by anything that may satisfy law, lohetlier the law is actually

satisfied or not ; that is, whether the demands of the law have been complied with or

not, or the law has not just let down its demands, and been contented ivith a

mere expedient in place of satisfaction ; an atonement has been made

—

i. e.,

a reconciliation has been effected. A reconciliation has been effected ; but

whether by an atonement or not is another thing. And here comes the

difficulty in regard to the divine atonement

—

has the actual punishment been

borne which the sinner should have suffered, so that law is satisfied and
justice is appeased ? Now, in regard to this question there is this to be
stated, that it is impossible for us to determine what was suffered by Christ;

and that till this is determined, we are warranted to say that Christ suffered

FOR us, or Fou sinners, and that he was, therefore, strictly a substitute for

sinners—their substitute in the strictest sense of the term. We hold that it

is rash and presumptuous speculation to inquire into the nature of Christ's

sufferings, and form ideas about them, which can only be the conjecture or

suggestion of our own imaginations. I would not intrude within the mys-
terious garden, and upon the mysterious agony there ; or attempt, as some
have done, to weigh the exact amount of these woids on the cross, which
were uttered amid a darkness that seems to have been emblematic of what
Christ actually complained of—the hidings of his Father's countenance:

"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" I know not what Christ

endured in these moments, nor can any say what he endured. That he was
sufl'ering as the substitute of sinners, I believe. That he was enduring the

wrath of God, as their substitute, I cannot doubt. How he was doing so I

am not required to determine. The agony of Christ can never be compre-
hended in this life, and will probably never be compiehended in the next.

One thing may be allowed, that Christ was not enduring the wrath of God as

a guilty person; but can we presume to say that he was not enduring the

wrath of God as a substitute for the guilty ? Is not this the verj' thing in

dispute ? To endure the wrath of God for the guilty. Can any one pre-

sume to say this was impossible ? God was not angry with Christ on
account of his own sins; but did not God's anger rest on him on account of

the sins of others ? Those who affirm the contrary have other ideas of
Scripture than I entertain, and can go a step farther in determining the pre-

cise nature of Christ's sufferings than I would venture. What means this

expression ?—" Being in an agony he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat
was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground." Why did

he seek the cup to be withdrawn ? Was he not forsaken of God ? And was
there not the expression of God's anger in this temporary forsaking ?

It would appear, from the general tenor of the language of Scripture
on the subject of Christ's sufferings and death, that he was a substitute.

What could be more precise and satisfactory than the language of Isaiah ?

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows
;
yet we did esteem

him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our
peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are heakd. All we, like sheep,
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have gone astray
; we have turned every one to his own way ; and the

Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us ally " It pleased the Lord to

bruise him; hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an
offering for sin he shall see his seed ; he shall prolong his days," &c. The
Apostle Peter says: " Christ also hath once suffered for sins: the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God." The Apostle Paul, in the

Epistle to the Romans, puts the sufferings of Christ in precisely the same
category as the sufferings of one man for his fellow :

" Scarcely for a righteous

man will one die
;
yet, peradventure, for a good man some would even dare

to die; but God conmiendeth his love toward us in that while we were yet

sinners Christ died for us." If we look to the typical sacrifices, we shall see

that substitution is the idea taught. What is the language, for example,
which was used in the case of the burnt offering ? " If his offering be a

burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish : he shall

offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congre-

gation before the Lord. And he shall put his hand upon the head of the

burnt offering, and it shall be acceptedfor him to make atonement for him^
Now, unless we are prepared to confound all language, and words are unfit

to express ideas, substitution is here plainly recognised. " It shall be ac-

cepted for him, to make atonement for him." It made atonement for the

offerer, just because it was accepted for him, or the atonement was in virtue

of the SUBSTITUTION. The substitution of the tj'-pical sacrifice was not itself

the substitution in virtue of which sin was taken away—it was only a type

of the substitution of Christ. In the case of ceremonial defilement the inten-

tion of the sacrifice seems to have terminated in the sacrifice itself—it was a

ceremonial cleansing ; and a ceremonial substitution, or offering, was all that

was necessary ; although to this extent there may have been something

typical—that it was intimated that the blood of Christ was necessary to wash
us from all defilement, and that in our sacred duties God requires purity in

the heart, truth in the inward parts.

What (lid the consuming of the victim under the typical dispensation

mean ? Did it not intimate the fierceness of God's wrath which Christ was

to endure ? We have all along been accustomed to regard it in this light.

Are we to be driven from this position, as from every other, by the modern
views of the atonement ?

Two notes of Adam Clarke's, on separate passages in reference to Christ's

sufferings, appear to us very instructive. In the one, he seems to be speak-

ing out the unbiassed conviction of his mind. In the other, he seems to be

restrained and influenced by the peculiar theory of the atonement, against

which we are animadverting. On the passage, " My soul is exceeding sor-

rowful," he says, " Now the grand expiating sacrifice begins to be offered
;

in this garden Jesus enters fully into the sacerdotal office, and now on the

altar of his immaculate divinity begins to offer his^)wn body, his own life, a

lamb without spot, for the sin of the world. St. Luke observes, that ' there

appeared unto him an angel from heaven, strengthening him ; ' and that

being in an agony, his sweat was like great drops of blood falling to the

ground. How exquisite must this anguish have been, when it forced the

very blood through the coats of the veins, and enlarged the pores in such a

preternatural manner, as to cause them to empty it out in large expressive

drops! In my opinion, the principal part of the redemption price was paid in

this unprecedented and indescribable agony. To say that all this was occa-

sioned by the fear he had of the ignominious death which he was about to

die, confutes itself ; for this would not only rob him of his divinity, for

which purpose it is brought, but it deprives him of all excellency, and even
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of manhood itself. The prospect of death could not cause him to suffer thus,

when he knew in less than three days he was to be restored to life, and be

brought into an eternity of blessedness. His agony and distress can receive

no consistent explication, but on this ground— ' He suffered the just for the

unjust, that he might bring us to God.' O glorious truth ! O infinitely

meritorious suffering ! And O, above all, the eternal love that caused him
to undergo such sufferings for the sake of sinners

!

" Who can read that

passage without admiring its beauty, as well as assenting to the accuracy of

the views which it contains ?

On the words, " My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" he has

this note. " Some suppose ' that the divinity had now departed from Christ,

and that his human nature was left unsupported to bear the punishment due
to men for their sins.' But this is by no means to be admitted, as it would
deprive his sacrifice of its infinite merit, and consequently leave the sin of

the world without an atonement." Then he adds, as explanatory of the

words, Why hast thou forsaken me ? " " Through the whole of the sacred

writings God is represented as doing those things which, in the course of his

providence, he only permits to he do?ie ; therefore, ' to whom hast thou left^ or
^ given me 7^/?,' are only a form of expression for, '• How astonishing is the

wickedness of those persons into ivhose hands I have fallen!'' If this inter-

pretation be admitted, it will free this passage from much embarrassment,

and make it speak a sense consistent with itself, and with the dignity of the

Son of God. One thing is certain, that the words could not be used by
our Lord in the sense in which they are generally understood. This is suf-

ficiently evident, for he well knew why he was come unto that hour ; nor
could he be forsaken of God, ' in whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.' The Deity, however, might restrain so much of its consolatory

support as to leave the human nature fully sensible of all its sufferings, so

that the consolations might not take off any part of the keen edge of his

passions
; and this was necessary to make his sufferings meritorious. And

it is probable that this is all that is intended by our Lord's quotation from
the 22nd Psalm. Taken in this view, the words convey an unexceptionable

sense, even in the common translation."

In the latter note, then, Clarke makes the words, '* My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?" equivalent to nothing more than an exclamation

—

" How astonishing the wickedness of those persons into whose hands I have
fallen !

" And he contends the words could not he used by our Lord in the

sense in which they are generally understood. In the one note we have an
instance of the impression naturally produced on our mind by the language of
Scripture; in the other, of an attempt at fully understanding, and definitely

settling, what the particular sufferings of Christ were, and what is the pre-

cise meaning of Scripture in regard to them. If we leave our minds to the

impressions which ScripHire is calculated to produce, we will believe that

Christ suffered the wrath of God due to sinners ; if we attempt to explain,

and limit, and define, we will give up the idea that Christ suffered in any
such way, and we will probably be able to say what it was precisely that

Christ did suffer. Jenkyn and others have ventured to settle the precise

character of Christ's sufferings, and have enumerated the elements that

severally composed them—have analyzed the very ingredients in that cup
of bitterness which Christ drank to the dregs. I cannot, and would not

venture to explain the language of Scripture in regard to Christ's sufferings

;

I cannot understand these sufferings; but I cannot help believing that Christ

was the substitute of sinners, and that he endured the wrath of God. All
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Scripture goes to confirm this view; and any other view of Christ's sufferings

is exceedingly derogatory, and exceedingly bald.

There must be some reason for attempting to explain away the sufferings

of Christ; and the reason is sufficiently obvious. If Christ was a substitute^

then he was a substitute for persons; he died for them; and, therefore, their

salvation is accomplished. They must be saved. But this does not consort

with the general view of the atonement. To support that view it is neces-

sary that substitution be taken out of the way. Substitution and a general

atonement are inconsistent; they are mutually destructive. But if Christ

endured the wrath of God, he was a substitute. Christ, therefore, it is con-

tended, did not endure the wrath of God—and it is contended, he could not

endure the wrath of God. It is found out in the issue, that Christ even

could not endure the wrath of God—and some kind of sufferings are trumped
up—we perhaps ought not to use such an expression—but at all events, an
idea is given of Christ's sufferings, which looks very like a deception, and is

altogether inconsistent with those ideas which we have ever been led to

entertain in regard to those mysterious sufferings. What part did Christ's

divinity sustain in those sufferings ? Did it sustain a part at all ? Then, is

not that as mysterious as that he suffered the wrath of God ? And was
it not only the suffering the wrath of God that rendered the interference of

Divinity necessary ? Was not this the " nodus" that required the " Deus" ?

At all events, to speculate here is very unwarrantable. It is obvious that it

is highly prejudicial to let our minds free to roam over such sacred ground

—

within such awful enclosures. This is not the way to feel the right im-

pressions of Christ's death—to receive the influences from above—by which

we are to look to Christ's sufferings, and trust in them for salvation. Scripture

is not itself so explicit, so definite, so plain. It has left the sufferings of the

Saviour unexplained. It exhibits the sufferer; it does not analyse the suf-

ferings. It tells us of the agony ; it does not lay bare that agony to our

view. It leaves it in solemn mystery. The garden and the cross are some-

thing far beyond our comprehension.

But does not the general offer of the gospel require that the atonement

should be general ? And if the atonement be general, we must take such a

view of Christ's sufferings as is consistent with a general atonement. W'e

have here the explanation of all the controversy about the atonement. The
general offers of the gospel demand such a view of the atonement; otherwise

these offers cannot be consistently made. Even Robert Hall has said, " i

believe firmly in general redemption. I often preach it, and I consider the

fact that ' Christ died for all men,' as the only basis that can support the

universal offer of the gospel." Such were Kobert Hall's words in a con-

versation with the late Dr. Balmer, of Berwick, as recorded by the latter.

But even in spite of such high authoritj^ we cannot consent to such a view.

The basis of the universal offer of the gospel is the coinniand of Christ to preach

the gospel to every creature. If we seek any other basis, it is because we are

not satisfied with the command of Christ as a sufficient authority to preach

the gospel. The question comes to be, What is the gospel ? And then we
are just discussing anew the extent of the atonement. If Christ died for all

men, then that must be the gospel. But if not, then that is not what we
are required to preach ; and something else must be the gospel we are to

preach. The extent of the atonement, therefore, is to be decided on grounds

independent altogether of the universal offer of the gospel, or the obligation

to preach the gospel to every creature. To make the universality of the

atonement the ground of the universality of the offer, is to bring in a
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ground for ourselves, which may seem what reason requires, but which,

after all, Scripture may not countenance or demand. 1 must settle the ex-

tent of the atonement upon other grounds. There are reasons both in the

enunciations of Scripture and in the very nature of the atonement itself,

which hmit it; and it is not an extraneous fact that is to settle the matter

—

that fijct being to be judged on its own merits, and accounted for on other

grounds. The atonement is universal or not. independent of that fact.

That fact is, not that Christ died for all, hut that Christ is offered to all, or all

are invited to believe in Christ. It. msty presuppose the universality of the

atonement, but it does not itself make it universal, or affect it one way or

another. It might lead us to expect a priori, and looking at the offer alone,

that the atonement was universal ; but it could not itself in any way deter-

mine the question. If we looked at the offer alone, we would inevitably

conclude that the atonement was universal ; but if we then carried up our

inquiries higher, and looked at the atonement itself, and at the statements

regarding it, and found that it was not universal, but limited, we might
wonder at the inconsistency, as we might at first, perhaps justly, imagine it

to be, and we might be altogether unable to reconcile the two things, but

still we would be bound to make up our minds independently altogether of

the offer—we would be bound to judge of the extent of the atonement on the

ground of its own nature, or the declarations of Scripture regarding it. The
apparent discrepancy or inconsistency now discovered is to be explained as

we best can, or we may conclude that God will explain that and every other

apparent inconsistency or anomaly that marks any of his proceedings, in his

own way, and at his own time.

But are there not expressions in Scripture which indicate that Christ died

for all men ? It is not denied that there are ; but a careful examination of

their import shows that such is not necessarily, nay, is not, their meaning.
This is not the place to examine them ; and to do so would be to be going

over often-trodden ground.* Our argument at present is as to the substitu-

tionary character of Christ's death, as that is ascertained from Scripture

texts, and is involved in the very nature of atonement. The representations

of Scripture are all in favour of the substitutionary nature of Christ's death.

The passion of Christ is explicable on no other ground. There was the impu-
tation of sin, and the endurimce of God's wrath on account of it. Are we to

be bold enough to deny the possibility of this imputation, and to resolve

that, and the suffering in consequence, into a sort of stage-show, or mere
make-belief of anger on the part of God—an exhibition of anything or

nothing—but at least not God's anger in any sense with his own Son? As
an external sign of anger, the supernatural obscuration of the sun at noon-
day was a majestic enough token. What could any amount of suffering,

mental or bodily, do more? Is the suffering of Christ reducible to a matter
of plain and intelligible significance? AYas it only bodily pain and mental
anguish for which there are assignable enough causes ? Might not the

quivering limbs, and throbbing hearts, of the cattle of a thousand hills, have
been enough, instead of the bodily pain and mental anguish of the Son of

God, or of a human nature in personal union with the divine ? Oh ! is it

not rash to speculate on such a sacred and awful subject ? Who can under-
stand the mystery of godliness, the incarnation of Divinity, and the sufferings

of the God man ?—sufferings which were described by David as if he had
been the sufferer, and were written down by Isaiah as if he saw the Lamb

* For satisfaction on this point, see preliminary dissertation of Dr. Candlish's work
on the atonement. Nothing farther can be added to the discussion there of the phraseo-
logy *'all," "all men," &c.
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of God—which were foreseen from the beginning of the world, and were the
subject of consultation and decree in the eternal counsels of Heaven, over
which Heaven paused in wonder, and ministering angels bent in awful
admiration.

There is one aspect of substitution Avhich is plain enough, namely, that

the substitute suffers for another, whether he suffers the same punishment
precisely as would have been otherwise borne or not. This is one feature

of substitution about which there can be no doubt, and which must apply
to every case of substitution. The intention in the appointment of an
atonement must be present in every case of atonement. That intention

embraced the instances to which the atonement would reach, or those who
would be saved by the atonement, ^ye cannot conceive of an atonement
without this. In other words, the atonement would be made for soi^jebody.

That is substitution. The same punishment may have been borne or not

;

but, at all events, one person suffered for another. To this extent, at all

events, there must be substitution in every case of atonement. And where,

then, is the possibility of a general atonement and a limited salvation ? The
very design of the atonement, then—the intention which must be present in

it, its destination—implies substitution. The simplest formula in which an
atonement can be expressed is,—one suffers for another. There can be no
atonement without that. Anything else is as much apart from an atonement
as the falling of a stone, or, take the largest conceivable event, the ruin of a

world. It is the design of the suffering which marks it out what it is

—

whether it is mere suffering, or whether it is an atonement. If it is mere
suffering, it is no atonement ; if it is an atonement, it is suffering for, or in

place of, another. There must be substitution in every case of atonement.

If we apply these remarks to Christ's death, there was substitution in

Christ's death ; otherwise it was not an atonement. Christ suffered for

persons: he did not suffer for the abstract thing, sin: he suffered on account

of sin ; but not for sin, except in the sense, on account of siri. Christ was a

substitute. We leave the conclusions to be drawn from this which are inevi-

table : it is not necessary for us to draw them.

ADOLPHE MONOD ON THE MIS- ,

the Old Testament, who died in faith before

SION OF WOMAN. !

coming of the Saviour, '* not having re-

' ceived the promises, but having seen them

Though no one of you has been an Eve
I

afar off and embraced them neither of

to man, yet be each of you a Mary to him,
j

the pious Sarah, nor of the modest Rebekah,

and give him a Saviour ! i nor of the tender Rachel, nor of the heroic

This, this is your task. But, if you i Deborah, nor of the humble Ruth, nor of the

respond not to it, refusing to pass your life
j

sweet wife of Elkanah, nor of the prudent

in the exercise of beneficence, you shall fail
j

Abigail, nor of the intrepid Rizpah, nor of

of your calling
;

and, after having been
|

the retiring Shunammite. We confine

saluted of man by the name of " good I ourselves to the women of the New Tes-

woman," " deaconess," or " sister of
|
tament,

charity," you shall be accounted of God
|

Beneath the cross, Mary, more touching

"as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal !" now than at the cradle, offering herself

But how can you give the Saviour to others,
i
without a murmur to the sword which

if you do not possess him in your own pierces her soul, associates herself with the

heart ? Women who hear me, yet again— sacrifice of her son by a love more sublime

Beneath the a-oss, or never ! than any other after that of the adorable

We say nothing of those holy women of Son, and presents to us a type of the
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Christian woman, who knows not how to aid

and to love but in keeping her eyes fixed

upon "Jesus, and him crucified." Beneath
the cross, Anna the prophetess, type of the

faithful woman, gives glory first, in this

same temple, where she served God day
and night with fastings and prayers, to

Him whom the aged Simon had confessed

by the Spirit, and, in spite of her fourscore

years, renews the energy and activity of

youth, " to speak of Him unto all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem."
Beneath the cross, Mary of Bethany,

incurred to preserve to the Church of the

Gentiles their great missionary, or engages

in those conversations by which the faith of

the eloquent Apollos was enlightened and
strengthened ; and in the same spirit Lydia
hazards her life by opening her house to

the apostles, which, transformed at once into

a church, becomes the centre of evangelical

charity in Philippi and Macedonia.

What more shall 1 say ? Shall I speak
of Julia, and Lois, and Euodias, and
Synlyche, and Mary, and Persis, and
Salome, and Tryphena, and Tryphosa, and

type of the contemplative woman, eager for
i

of the many women of the Gospel, and of
the one thing needful, and jealous of that i so many others who have followed in their

good part, sits now at the feet of Jesus, and
feeds in silence upon the word of life ; and
at another time, in the same silence, anoints

steps—the Perpetuas, the Monicas, the

Mary Calamys, and the Elizabeth Frys ?

Beneath the Cross, with the Bible in hand

—

those blessed feet with pure spikenard of
j

this Bible to which no human creature owes
great price, and wipes them with the hairs

of her head, as if she could not find a token
sufficiently tender of her respect and love.

more than she, both in respect to the world

and to Christ ; beneath the Cross—it is

there that I love to see woman ! Restored

Beneath the cross, Martha, her sister, type I to God, to man, to herself; so worthy in

of the active woman, sometimes lavishes her
unwearied attentions upon a brother whom
she loved, sometimes busies herself for the

Saviour whom she adored, serving him in

everyday life, invoking his aid in bitter

sufi'ering, and blessing him in the joy of

deliverance. Beneath the cross, the Canaan-
iti.sh mother, type of the persevering woman,
surpassing in faith and light those apostles

whom she wearies with her cries, triumphs image.

her submission, so noble in her humility,

so strong in her gentleness
;
gathering all

the gifts she has received to consecrate

them to the service of humanity with an
ardour which we hardly know how to ex-

hibit, except in passion ; she obliges us to

confess that she who effaced our primitive

holiness, is also she who now offers of

it, on this apostate earth, the brightest

over the silence, refusal, disdain even, by O you who so well read our hearts, bear
which the Lord himself seems to contend with me, because for a moment I have read
against her invincible prayer, and wrests yours

from him at last, with the cure so much ;
much,

desired, the most brilliant homage that any
j

hand of Jesus. Come then, that, passing
child of Adam ever obtained; " O woman, ' from the principle to the application, I may
great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou I show you how it may be accomplished in

I have said dnough
; perhaps, too

You accept this mission at the

wilt." Beneath the cross, Mary Magdalene,
freed from seven devils, type of the grateful

woman, surpassing these same apostles in

every condition ; and how woman can
always—daughter, wife, or mother—be unto
man an " help-meet." You have con-

love and courage, after them at Calvary, and i sidered the mission of woman
; contemplate

before them at the sepulchre, is also chosen : her life.

from among them all—the first to behold
her Lord as he comes forth from the tomb,
and charged to carry the good news of his

This will be the subject of a second dis-

course.

I ought to close here to day, but I am
resurrection to those who would announce it unwilling to leave this place without in-

to the world. Beneath the cross, Dorcas,
" full of good works and alms deeds," type
of the charitable woman, after a life conse-

crated to the relief of the poor, and of the

widows of Joppa, in her death shows what

quiring of the men who listen to me, how
they regard the mission of woman, as I have
exhibited it. Many, perhaps, have hardly

been able to suppress a smile of incredulity

at hearing me assign to woman a sphere of
she was to the Church by the void she left i

action so humble, and, at the same time, so

in it, and by the tears she caused to flow
;

and, in the same spirit, Phebe, the deaconess
;

of Cenchrea, " a succourer of many," and in
i

particular of the apostle Paul, gives birth in

all succeeding times by her example to a i

multitude of deaconesses, clothed or not— it !

little signifies— with this official title before
;

men. Beneath the cross, Priscilla, type of

elevated, since it calls her to apply, as one
has said, " so great principles to so small

duties." This smile may be explained by
two opposite reasons ; one places woman
above the task to which I invite her, the

other below it.

There are epochs and nations before

which I might feel obliged to oppose the

the servant of Jesus Christ, shares with first of these impressions, and to defend
Aquila, her husband, many of those perils against man the dignity of woman. This
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duty would be necessary, not only with the

Pagans, both ancient and modern, but with

many an elevated spirit, with many an

eminent moralist, nourished in the bosom of

Christianity. To cite but one example :
—

Kant, whom no contemporaneous phi-

losopher has surpassed in the depth and
energy of the moral sense, Kant, in his

little book on " The Sentiment of the Beau-
tiful," reserves to man the noble virtues,

and leaves to woman only the beautiful

virtues, by which he understands an agree-

able, spontaneous virtue, exerted without

effort. " Speak not to woman," says he,

of duty, of obligation. Expect not fiom

her sacrifices, nor generous victories over

herself. You propose, for example, to give

up part of your fortune to save a friend.

Do not inform your wife of your purpose.

"Why check her lively gossip, and burden

her bosom with a secret too weighty for it 1"

What sayest thou to this. Christian woman?
One is ready to ask himself, if the cautions

of Kant with regard to woman are much
less humiliating than the abjectness in which

Paganism holds her : and to combat language

so stern and so haughty, it is sufficient to

recall to man, in default of what he owes to

woman, what he owes to himself, from whom
she has been taken ; and to God, who has

taken her from him.

Yet, in the full light of Christianity in

France, and in the ideas of the day, the

danger of excess is on the other side. No
more is claimed for woman, against my
doctrine, than has been done these sixty

years past; but it is claimed, not in the

name of a worn-out gallantry, but in the

name of systems and the prejudices of the

day. One complains that I abase and sacri-

fice her in assigning her a place so humble,
instead of putting her on a level with man

;

and a path so self-denying, instead of ex-

horting her to live for herself. No, no ; I

promote, on the contrary, her true glory

and best interest, because I oblige her to

conform to the law of her creation— the first

condition of all order and all repose for the

creature. I no more degrade and sacrifice

woman, in inviting her to live for charity, in

humility towards man, whose glory she is,

than I abase and sacrifice man, who is the

glory of God, in inviting him to "glorify

God in his body and spirit, which are his;"

no more than 1 abase and sacrifice the

planet in inviting it to continue in the

modest path of its orbit—sole guarantee of

its safety and harmony.
There is one who abases and sacrifices

woman ; it is this same world, sometimes
frivolous, sometimes bold, which treacher-

ously takes up her defence against me.
You abase and sacrifice her whenever you
entice her, to satisfy your egotism and

glorify your theories, from the path which

God has marked out for her, and in which
he would keep her. You have abased and
sacrificed her of late in placing her upon
the pedestal, and man at her feet, in your
romances, in your saloons, in your plays,

because instead of the mission to aid and
glorify man, you have substituted that of

weakening and effeminating him. You
abase and sacrifice her to-day, in seeking for

another emancipation than that which she

has received of the Gospel, in claiming for

her the rights of man ; since for the mission

which she can and ought to fulfil, you substi-

tute one in which she cannot succeed, and to

which she ought not to pretend. What
idea then have you of woman, if you believe

her willing to exchange the humble glory of

accomplishing the mission which belongs to

her, for the mortifying vanity of failing in

that of another—satisfied with being an in-

complete man, while she might be a complete
woman ; and of losing her natural and legiti-

mate influence in the sterile pursuits of an
influence factitious and usurped ? Nothing
more remains to her than to regret the

nature which God has given her, and to

indulge this regret by begging without
shame from our sex the name, the dress,

and the gait of man. Doubt it not, I have
the heart of woman on my side ; and if any
one has smiled at hearing me exhibit her

mission according to God, it is not she, I
answer for her.

What woman worthy of her name has

ever smiled when one has appealed to her

spirit of renunciation and of sacrifice ? It

is bread for her hunger, it is water for her

thirst. What do I say ? the woman worthy
of her name ! Worthy or unworthy, every

woman starts at these words of sympathy ;

the heart of the worthy leaps for joy, and
the unworthy is moved with bitterness. You
even, who turn away from the way which I

trace for you, confess it
;

you think me
right in the depths of your soul ; and in

spite of all your words, you respect her

while you murmur at her, if she follows my
commands rather than yours, and you scorn

her while flattering her, if she follows yours

rather than mine.

Be that as it may, the greater part of

those who hear me—I say it boldly—not

content with admitting the principles which

I have attempted to develop, appreciate and
admire them. Let them learn, then, from
this example, to what a degree Scripture is

true. For indeed, what have I done but

interrogate it before you ? I confess, when
I began to meditate upon the mission of

woman, I was far from having upon this

subject, so little studied, the precise and
strong views which I entertain to-day. I

had resolved to open the Bible, to listen to

it, and to allow myself to be guided by it

;

and I have been confounded at finding therf^
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instead of some thoughts scattered through-

out forty books and nineteen centuries, an

entire doctrine, developing itself from book
to book and from age to age, passing from
the hand of prophet to apostle, as a work
planned by one workman and transmitted

by him to another to complete; a doctrine,

whose mission, plenitude, clearness, simpli-

city, brilliant in the midst of an ignorance

profound and universal, excited in me a sur-

prise which grew with meditation. For all

this revealed itself to me by degrees; the

place assigned to woman in Scripture, limited

at the first glance, continually enlarged

itself before me. We must seek for a

woman in Scripture : but once found, she

appears there clotlied with a ministry as

benificent as glorious. Her position there

instructed me. I learned that such as she

is in this book, she ought to be in life

—

great, but hidden. I say it boldly ; of all

religions and all systems, Scripture alone
has known and understood woman.

Alone, between the two opposite tenden-

cies of the Southern and Germanic races, of

antiquity and the Middle Ages, the one
making her the slave of man, the other the

arbiter of his destinies, it has spared her at

the same time, *' this excess of honour and
this indignity." Alone, in fine, by one of

those combinations of truth in which the
world only sees strange contradictions, it

has at once restored t^her her place, and
held her in silence, giving to her a work as

much more noble as it is more humble, as

much more loving as it is self-sacrificing.

Understand then, O man, the treasure
which you possess in Scripture, and question
it that you may gather from it the light

which it spreads upon even those subjects
which it does not seem to have intended to

illuminate. Interrogate it, men of thought;
know if it does not retain concealed within
its fertile recesses, waiting until your haughty
pride shall abase itself to demand them of
it, new revelations upon the plans of the

Creator, and the destinies of the creature,
and the final solution of some of those
problems which are the eternal despair of
philosophy.

Interrogate it, men of science ; know if

our old earth, which has been obliged to

open its bosom most profoundly to the most
conscientious investigations, to show itself

in perfect agreement with this Bihlical cos-
mogony to which one had opposed it with
so much assurance, has not still some other
secret to say to the genius of a Cuvier
in favour of the inspiration of a Moses.
Interrogate it, men of letters ; know if these
sublime thoughts of poetry, the paintings
so natural, the narrations so animated, the
demonstrations so simple and so strong,
that our greatest writers glory in imitating,
without flattering themselves of ever equal-

ling them, have not some salutary, some
powerful regeneration in reserve for the

ready, but premature, greedy, impure, still-

born literature of our day. Interrogate it

yourselves, men of state ; know if this

divine constitution which has served as a

model to modern legislation, and created

I

European civilization, holds not hidden

!
within its unopen folds some yet unknown

j

perfection for our proud age, and if it could

j

not teach, for example, our magistracy, re-

I

nowned in all the world, that the least that

it can do for this Gospel which has founded

I
ail freedom, is to allow it to be itself free.

. But, if Scripture has so many lessons

upon subjects which -hardly seem to occupy
it, what will it not have to say upon that

subject which is to it, and which ought to

I be also to each of us, the one thing needful?

Oh ! I beg yon interrogate it upon salva-

tion. Interrogate it concerning sin and

pardon, life and death, good and evil, heaven

and hell. Woe to you, if your ears are too

sensitive to hear this language ! Yes, in-

terrogate it upon heaven and hell ; and you
will find the only place where woman can

I accomplish her mission, is also the only

j

one where you can yourselves find grace,

I

peace, and life. Beneath the cross, beneath

j

the cross altogether, one in mind, one in

heart ! Beneath the cross to live, beneath

I
the cross to die, beneath the cross to meet

j

the judgment of the great day—happy in

I

then recognizing in Him who is our judge,

Him who has been our Saviour !—From 1 he

Christian Woinan, her Place and Power.
By the Rev. Adolpiie Monod, D.D.
Nelson & Sons.

THE OBJECT OF LIFE.

" Seek first the kingriom of God and his right-
eousness ; and a.l these things shall be added unto
you."

A GENTLEMAN lately travelling among
strangers, gave in substance the following

instructive account of himself. When quite

young he becairie hopefully pious, but by
degrees lost much of his lively sense of reli-

gious obligation, grew worldly in his desires

and anticipations, and at length catne to the

determination to exert himself to the utmost
to become rich. Riches, he thought, must
add greatly to a man's comfort and useful-

ness in life. The means of acquiring them
were before him ; and for a time he used
them with much success. In the same pro-

portion, however, he unhappily declined in

religion. He had little or no comfort in

spiritual things, and had nearly abandoned
his hope of salvation. In this dilemma he
was met by the providence of God. His
riches took to themselves wings, and left

him penniless. He now came to himself,
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kissed the rod, and him that had appointed

it, and determined thenceforward to " seek

first the kingdom of God and his righteous-

ness." His desires for wealth were relin-

quished. He soon settled down upon a

small pittance acquired by industry, raised

a happy family, and enjoyed all as the gift

of God. He now saw the hand of God in

every thing, and was disposed to live a life

of entire devotedness to his service. Brought
to this state of mind, the hand of God was

again opened to him. His cup of temporal

blessings again overflowed. He has more
than heart can wish ; but what sweetens his

cup of blessings is, that it comes to him only

as the bounty of his heavenly Father, who
has riches in store, infinitely more valuable,

reserved for all those who put their trust in

him, and renounce the world as their chief

object of pursuit.

SUBSTITUTION THE SUBSTANCE
OF THE GOSPEL.

I HAVE always considered, with Luther

and Calvin, that the sum and substance

of the gospel lies in that word, " Substi-

tution/' Christ standing in the stead of

man.
I deserve to be lost ; the only reason

whv I should not be damned is this, that

Christ w'as pjunished in my stead, and

there is no need to execute the sentence

twice for sin.

On the other hand, I know I cannot

enter heaven unless I have a perfect

righteousness ; I am absolutely certain I

shall never have one of ray own, for I

find I sin every day ; but then Christ had

a perfect righteousness, and he said

—

" Here, take my garment, put it on
;
you

shall stand before God as if you were

Christ, and I will stand before God as if

I had been the sinner ; I will suffer in

the sinner's stead, and you shall be re-

warded for works which you did not do,

but which Christ did for you.

—

Spur-

geoiis Anxious Inquirer.

shall be when we get to the top of it.

The longer our journey is, the sweeter
will be our end ; and the longer our
passage is, the more desirable will the

haven be.

A murmurer is an ungodly man ; he is

an ungodlike man ; no man on earth more
unlike to God than the murmurer ; and
therefore no wonder if, when Christ comes
to execute judgment, he deals severely

and terribly with him. Let him make
what profession he will of godliness, yet

if murmuring keeps the throne in his

heart, Christ will deal with him at last

as with ungodly sinners.

A lazy Christian will always want four

things—comfort, content, confidence,

and assurance. Assurance and joy are

choice donatives that Christ gives to

laborious Christians only. The lazy

Christian has his mouth full of com-
plaints, when the active Christian has

his heart full of comforts.

God loves to smile most upon his peo-

! pie when the world frowns most. When

I

the world puts its iron chains upon their

I
legs, then God puts his golden chains

!
about their necks ; when the world puts

{

a bitter cup into their hands, then God
drops some of his honey—some of his

' goodness and sweetness into it. When
the world is ready to stone them, then

;
God gives them the white stone ; and

j

when the world is tearing their good
names, then he gives them a new name,

!
and none knows but he that has it—

a

j

name that is better than that of sons and
daughters.

—

Spurgeons Smooth Stones.

CHRISTIAN LACONICS.

LtONG afflictions will much set oflf the

glory of heaven. The longer the storm,

the sweeter the calm ; the longer the

winter nights, the sweeter the summer
days. The new wine of Christ's kingdom
is most sweet to those who have long

been drinking gall and vinegar. The
higher the mountain, the gladder we

;a broken blossom.

Just when the red June roses blow

She gave me one—a year ago,

A rose whose crimson breath reveal'd

The secret that its heart conceal'd,

And whose half shy, half tender grace

Blushed back upon the giver's face.

A year ago—a year ago

—

To hope was not to know.

Just when the red June roses blow

I plucked her one— a month ago :

It's half-blown crimson to eclipse,

I laid it on her smiling lips
;

And looking on her face so fair,

j

I never dreamt that death was there.

]

Swiftly do golden hours creep

—

j

To hold is not to keep.

i

The red June roses now are past

—

i This very day I broke the last,
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And now its perfumed breath is hid,

With her, beneath a cofEn lid

;

There will its petals fall apart,

And wither on her icy heart :

—

At three red roses' cost

My world was gain'd and lost.

THE FIRST TO GO.

'Tis ever thus, 'tis ever thus, with all that's

best below,

The dearest, noblest, loveliest, are always

first to go.

The bird that sings the sweetest, the pine
that crowns the rock,

The glory of the garden, the flower of the

flock.

'Tis ever thus, 'tis ever thus, with creatures

heavenly fair.

Too finely formed to bear the storms more
earthly natures bear

;

A little while they dwell with us, blest minis-

ters of love,

Then spread the wings we had not seen, and
seek their home above.

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL EEPORT OE THE HOME MISSION
COMMITTEE.

Presented to the Synod at its late Meeting in Liverpool.

It afibrds your Committee satisfaction to be

able to report that their operations during

the past year have extended over a some-
what wider area, and have been attended

with a considerable measure of success. It

has been their constant aim to do what in

them lies, in behalf at once of the Church's
extension and of her consolidation ; and
they are thankful to say that every year

witnesses some good effected in both these

directions. Since last meeting of Synod
two new spheres of labour have been under-

taken with the assistance of your Committee;
the one in Carlisle, the other in Exeter

;

and in regard to each of them there is

reason to cherish hopeful anticipations. In

addition to these, there is a very interesting

mission-field in Liverpool, which the Canning
Street congregation have been vigorously

working, without any aid from your mission.

And there is one of your oldest congrega-

tions in Cumberland that had been almost

utterly extinct, but under the fostering care of

your Committee and the Presbytery, it has

been considerably revived, and may yet

attain a measure of strength. A few words
in detail regarding each of these places may
not be inappropriate.

Carlisle.—It had long been considered

very desirable that our Church should be

suitably represented in this city. But the

difficulties in the way were so great, that till

recently the Cumberland Presbytery did not

feel warranted in undertaking the enterprise.

Latterly, however, the prospect seemed to

brighten
;
and, after consultation with your

Committee, they agreed to make the experi-

ment. A large and commodious hall was
secured for the Sabbath services ; and in

the beginning of August this hall was
opened by the Rev. Joseph Burns. From
the first the promise was most encouraging.

A large number of heads of families pledged

themselves as adherents and supporters of

the cause. Application was made to the

Presbytery, and Carlisle was formally sanc-

tioned as a preaching station, your Com-
mittee cheerfully undertaking to render

pecuniary help, should the place not be
self-sustaining. The pulpit was supplied,

in the first instance, by members of the

Presbytery, and other ministers of the

Church ; the attendance ran frequently as

j

high as 500, and was on all occasions very

I

satisfactory. Subsequently the services of

I

a licentiate were obtained, whose labours

! have been continued for some months.
! Your Committee understand that the Pres-

bytery are in a position to petition the Synod

j

in favour of Carlisle being sanctioned as a

stated charge. They will not fail, with your

I

sanction, to give it all the encouragement in

I
their power.

I Exeter.—In this important city, where
' the necessity for the services of an Evan-

j

gelical Church is so great, a preaching
station has been opened during the year.

A handsome church, capable of accommo-
dating 1,200 persons, has been temporarily

obtained, with the liberty of purchase on
favourable terms. The church was opened
in the month of July, by the Rev. J. Wright,
of Southampton, and has since been recog-

nised as a station in connection with the

Presbytery of London. Your Committee
have gladly made a grant in favour of an
enter])rise so interesting and important. So
far, the prospects are very encouraging.

17
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The attendance on ordinances is large ; the

people seem to be thoroughly in earnest

;

and the hope is entertained, that in due

season a numerous congregation will be
gathered in this ancient city.

Heath Street, Liverpool. — It affords

your Committee much pleasure to testify to

the excellence of the work of a purely Home
Missionary character, that is being done

by the Canning Street congregation.

The district is one of the most densely

populated and most neglected in the town,

a large proportion of the inhabitants being

sunk in poverty and wretchedness. For a

number of years this congregation has

maintained Sabbath schools, and conducted

missionary operations on a smaller scale in

the neighbourhood. But within the past

ten years these operations have assumed a

more important and extensive character.

Mission premises have beenobtainedat an ex-

penditure of nearly £1,900. These consist of

a commodious church capable of accommo-
idating 650 worshippers, with large school-

rooms attached for the instruction of the

children on the Sabbath and week-day. A
well-qualified licentiate has been secured to

take the superintendence of the work ; and

for some time he has been labouring in the

difficult field with very encouraging results.

During the past year, application was made
to the Lancashire Presbytery, that Heath
Street might be recognised as a preaching

station under its charge ; and the Presby-

tery very cheerfully gave its sanction.

A congregation of some 450 people, a large

proportion of them reclaimed from habits of

utter indifference and neglect, statedly waits

on the preaching of the Word, and not with-

out tokens of the Divine blessing. The
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was dis-

pensed by Mr. Welsh, with the authority of

the Presbytery, a few months ago, when
upwards of fifty communicants commemo-
rated the Saviour's death. Besides the

ordinary Sabbath services, there are Sab-

bath schools attended by some 350 children,

and taught by thirty teachers. There are

week-day and evening schools, district

prayer meetings, a visitors' association,

libraries, and other means for effecting the

moral and spiritual elevation of the district

;

and in them all the people manifest a lively

interest. It is their earnest desire to be

recognised as a stated charge, so that they

may enjoy all the advantages of an or-

dained ministry ; and with this view they

have appeared recently before the Presbytery

by petition, expressing their willingness to

contribute to the extent of their ability to-

wards the maintenance of a pastor, and so

not be wholly dependent on the generosity

of their Canning Street friends. The Pres-

bytery have agreed to recommend the

application to the favourable consideration

of the Synod. Meantime, your Committee
close their notice of this interesting case in

the words of the secretary of this station,

from whose report the foregoing facts have
been gathered :

" Taking everything into

account, we think we have good reason to

thank God and take courage. Of the

future we are all most hopeful. Mr. Meikle-

john (the licentiate) we all feel is just the

man for the work. The people are much
attached to him ; and should your venerable

Synod deal kindly and liberally with us in

the matter of ordination, we feel assured,

that by the good hand of our God upon us,

we shall still go on prospering and to

prosper,"

EaltwMstle.—Tour cause at Haltwhistle

has, for a number of years, been on the very

verge of utter extinction. During the past

year, however, efforts have been made to

revive it, and there is some prospect of their

being successful. The church, wjiich had
become quite dilapidated, has been repaired,

and rendered comfortable. The pulpit was
for some time supplied by members of

Presbytery, when the building was filled to

overflowing with interested audiences. Lat-

terly one of your licentiates has been
labouring in the district ; and as it is spirit-

ually a very destitute one, it is hoped
that the efforts put forth will be attended

with salutary influences, and that the Divine
blessing will crown the endeavours thus

made to "build the old wastes."

Wharton and Swinton.—The only other

illustration of the Church's progress to which
your Committee think it necessary to refer,

is the case of Wharton and Swinton. These
are two stations in the neighbourhood of

Manchester, about five miles apart from
each other, iinder the care of the Lancashire
Presbytery. At Wharton there are a com-
modious church and schools, a manse, and
small cottages, which constitute a limited

endowment. The district is populous, and
the people needy. At Swinton there is a

large school-room in which the Sabbath
services are conducted, and Sabbath and
week-day schools are held. The distance

between the two places being such as to

admit of one individual's taking charge of

them both, the Presbytery has united them.

Mr. Stuart, who was formerly labouring at

Wharton, feeling the infirmities of age

creeping on him, has retired on a joint

allowance from your Committee and the

Lady Hewley Fund. Now the services of

a licentiate have been secured, who con-

I ducts Divine worship at both places every

i Lord's-day. The result is, that the interest

is considerably revived, the attendances on
ordinances much improved, and the people

have made out such a good ease before the

Presbytery in favour of their being organ-

ised into a joint ministerial charge, that the
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Presbytery have resolved on recommending
the application to the favourable considera-

tion of your Court.

Your Committee have had their attention

directed to several populous towns, chiefly in

Lancashire and Yorkshire, and have made
inquiries as to their being suitable spheres

of enterprise for our Church. Not yet,

however, have they felt warranted in adopt-

ing decisive measures in regard to any of

them. But it is hoped, that in the course

of the current year, they will see their way
open to establish a new interest in some one
of these centres of population. Theire is

one principle by which they invariably de-

sire to regulate their conduct regarding new
enterprises ; and that is, that in our circum-
stances as a Church, it is highly inexpedient

to commence operations in any locality

where there is not a strong likelihood of a

self-sustaining congregation being gathered
within a reasonable period. This principle

has led them repeatedly to refuse applica-

tions from small places when there was no
such likelihood, inasmuch as they would be
a perpetual drag on the energies and re-

sources of the Church. They conceive that

the true policy of the Church, in the matter
of extension, is to lay hold, in the first in-

stance, on the great centres of population
and industry, where there is abundant ma-
terial on which to work, where there is a

Presbyterian element to form a nucleus,

and where, after a few^ years of fostering

care, self-sustaining and aid-giving congre-
gations may be established, to add to the

strength, instead of causing weakness of the

entire ecclesiastical body.

Regarding the second department of your
Committee's work, that, namely, in which
they supplement the inadequate stipends of

ministers in the smaller congregations, they
are glad to be in a position to report favour-

ably. So far as they know, there is not a

single congregation within the bounds of the

Church, but one, whose minister is in re-

ceipt of less than £\Q0 per anmim. That
one is an exceptional case. And yet so

fully persuaded are your Committee of the

importance of having no exception, if pos-

sible, to this minimum, that they are at pre-

sent in treaty with the office-bearers of that

one congregation ; and they anticipate that

in a few weeks the arrangements will be
completed by which its esteemed minister
also will be raised to this level ; and so

there will not be a single pastor in the
Church whose income will fall short of this

point. They are fully alive to the fact that

this minimum is much too low, and that to

maintain his family in any degree of com- !

fort, and be relieved from the pressure of]

pecuniary cares and anxieties, a minister
should have an income, in any circum-
Ktanees, much in excess of this anioimt.

And yet they think that they have reason to

congratulate the Synod that what has been
regarded for many years as a great de-

sideratum, is now actually realised. And
instead of resting on their oars, and being
satisfied with this attainment, their purpose
is still to persevere, urging the claims of

the ministry on the Church, until their in-

come be raised to an amount somewhat
more in keeping both with their necessities

and their deserts.

There is another class of congregations

whose interests the measure recently adopted
by the Synod was designed to serve—that

class whose ministerial income ranges from
£100 to£150. The measure holdsoutastrong
inducement to such congregations to make
an effort towards the increased comfort of

their ministers, inasmuch as it ofi"ers a sup-

plement of 10s. in the pound on all sums
raised above a certain stipulated basis, till

the entire ministerial income reaches £150.
Your Committee are rather disappointed

that a larger number of these congregations
have not availed themselves of the offered

bonus. Arrangements have been made with

the following congregations:—Belford, Glan-
ton, Blyth, Bavington, Rochester, and
Guernsey; andjas the result, these congrega-
tions and their ministers will be materially

benefited. Your Committee cannot but
think, however, that there are many other

congregations in this category; and they
would earnestly appeal to them to take ad-

vantage of the proposed benefit, satisfied as

they are that the Church will provide the

necessary funds when she feels that they

are to be devoted to improve the position

and increase the comfort of her esteemed
ministry.

The only grants of an exceptional nature

that your Committee have made during the

year are those to Framlington and Mill-

wall ; and these were made for special rea-

sons, which seemed quite sufficient to justify

them in relaxing the rules by which grants

are statedly made.
In resigning their trust to the Synod, your

Committee are gratified that the state of the

fund is more than usually satisfactory, there

being a considerable balance in the hands of

the treasurer. This arises from two causes,

both of which are cheering. The one is,

that the contributions have been more
liberal than formerly, the chief increase

coming through the channel of Congrega-
tional Associations ; and the other is, that

although the stahis of ministerial income in

the aid-receiving congregations was never so

high as it is at present, yet this has been
obtained, not by a larger, but by a smaller

expenditure on the part of your Committee.
The measure now in operation is so effective

in developing the resources of congrega-
tions, that with a smaller disburspment fron)
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the fund, a higher range of ministerial in-

rome is reached. Your Comrniltee believe,

therct'ore, that in future it will be practica-

ble to devote a larger proportion of the fund

tlian hitherto to those enterprises that are

purely missionary and aggressive. Such
enterprises are urgently demanded. There
are thousands in the great cities and towns

of England descended from a Presbyterian

ancestry ; and there are tens of thousands

not so descended, for whose souls there is

no Church to care. It is the duty of this

Church to do what she can to meet their

spiritual, necessities. She has the pure
(iospel to send them. She has associations

with the England of another day, that should

impel her to gird up her loins, " to repair

the desolations of many generations." She

has a Scriptural polity to offer to the people,

distinguished on the one hand by the order

it promotes, and on the other by the liberty

it guarantees. 8he has the means of doing

much to extend a pure Grospel in connection

with a Presbyterian polity throughout the

I

land. • Let her rise up, therefore, to a right

appreciation of her position and her obliga-

I

tions. Let her ofllce-bearers devise liberal

measures, and let her people give generously

of their means to the cause of the Lord
;

let much prayer be offered, that the Lord
may revive us again, and crown all the

efforts put fortii with his abundant blessing ;

and the Presbyterian Church in England

shall yet become " a name and a praise" in

the land of her Puritan ancestors.

William M'Caw, Convener,

THE ANXITAL EEPOKT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

The revenue of the school fund has some-

1

what declined during the past year, but as

this has been almost entirely owing to the

unavoidable loss of an important congre-

gational collection, and also to the fact

t hat several collections have not been sent

in in time, the decrease does not warrant
any inference to the effect that the Church
at large is becoming less disposed to sup-

port this unpretending but useful, and,

indeed, indispensable branch of her appa-

ratus. Still, this decline in their revenue
has left the Committee no choice but to

reduce in proportion the amount of their

grants for tb.e current year. The grant to

Woolwich they have been obliged to dis-

continue; but v.'ith the less' regret that

that flourishing school is now so strong

and thoroughly established, that it is well

able to dispense with their help. In
several otiier cases the grants have been

reduced, but in no case beyond what in

ordinary circumstances is the minimum
grant, viz., £10 ; while in every instance

in which they have made such reduction,

they have steadily kept in view the prin-

ciple sanctioned by the Synod, of a dif-

ferential rate in favour of certificated

teachers and schools under Government
inspection.

The grants for the year as thus modified

stand as follows :

—

PEESBYTEET OP BEEWICE.

Ancroft Moor £10
Berwick 10

ZN'orth Sunderland 12

Tweedmouth 10

Norham 10

Lowick 12

HornclilTe 12

PEESBTTEEY OE NOETnUMBEELAND.

Glanton £10
Warrenford 12
Bavington 12

Wooler •.. 10

Crookham 10

PEESBTTEEY OE NEWCASTLE.

Falston—Three Schools £17 10^.

PRESBYTEEY OE CrMBEELAND.

Brampton , £10
Bew^castle 5

PEESEYTEEY OP LANCASHIEE.

Eisley £10
Swinton—Female Teacher 5

PEESEYTEEY OF BIEillNGHAM.

Broad Street, Birmingham £10

PEESEYTEEY OE LOXDON.

Southwark—Two Schools £10

ISTo schedules have yet been received—at

least in time to be examined by the Com-
mittee— from the following schools :

—
Belford, Branton, Felton, Morpeth, St.

John's, South Shields ; but the Committee

have funds in hand to meet their claims if

they are renewed as in former years.

The Committee regret that no new
schools have been originated during the

year, though there are still so many of

our congregations iinprovided with them,

no fewer than fifty-four out of the whole

number of congregations upon the roll.

No doubt if we had had a louder call for

help, we should have had also an improved

instead of a deteriorated condition of the
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fund. It should never be forgotten that

progress m all such schemes ot usefulness

is hidispensable even to their being main-

tained long at the point which they have

already reached. If you cease to add to

the number of your schools, you will not

long be able to get adequate support for

the number which you already have.

People will say it is a small scheme, a

scheme which will never be anything else

but small, for it has ceased to grow, it

makes no progress, and they will cease to

give it even the moderate measure of

support which ihey formerly gave. But
go on every year adding to your schools,

and the feehng of our supporters will be

that the fund is more and more called for,

is more and more a necessity of the

Church ; and in this way the new schools

will become the best auxiliaries of the old,

by keepmg up an ever fresh interest in the

whole undertaking ; let the Church be
assured that from the moment tb.e school

scheme ceases to grow, it is marked for a

sure, however gradual, decay. Let those,

then, of our ministers who have had
thouglits of beginning schools, be entreated

to quicken their steps and bring their plans

and purposes to ripeness ; and those wh.o

have never yet entertained such a purpose,

let them be entreated to turn their atten-

tion to the subject with a view to action.

The Committee would really be thankful

to receive some new apj?lications for aid, as

such fresh demands made upon tliem

would be a warrant to them to make fresli

demands upon the liberality of the Church.
They cannot ask the Church to give more
money unless they can show that there is a

call for more ; and their apprehension is

that as soon as they cease to call for more,

they will begin to get less than they are

now getting, and less than is needed even
upon the present scale of expenditure.

The Committee alluded with satisfaction

in their last Report to the growing propor-
tion borne by the certificated teachers em-
ployed in the schools of the Church to the

whole number of teachers. They reported

that already more than half of the whole
number were in that creditable, and advan-
tageous position ; and they are happy to

be able to repeat on the present occasion
that the number of such teachers still con-

tinues to increase. Vacancies having re-

cently occurrQd in the schools of North
Sunderland and Branton, the opportunity
was embraced of obtaining the services of

certificated masters in both these localities,

and with the desired success. Such cases

may be referred to as good instances of
the beneficial working of the school fund.
It is well known that the Privy Council
lays down stringent money conditions to

be fulfilled by the managers of schools

before any certificated master appointed

by the latter can enjoy the benefit

of the public allowance attached to his

certificate. The managers must undertake

to make up a certain salary for a stipend to

the master, iridependently of the school

fees. But neither at ]S'orth Sunderland
nor Branton could this undertaking be

given without the help of this Committee.
Withdraw your help in such cases, and the

design nuist be abandoned— the Govern-
ment aid must be foregone—the school

must content itself with a less efficient

teacher. Tantalus must be tormented
with the sight of delicious waters which he
can never drink, and of tempting fruits

which he can never eat
;
you condeiiiu

your schools to the fate of being tl-.rust

down to a position of humbling ii.ff-

riority out of which they are anxious to

rise, and to eat the bitter bread of poverty

\ at the very time that the Govei'nment of

j

the country, more liberal than you, are

j

ofiVring them a few reasonable cjuditions

i
which you will not help them to fulfil,—

a

j

share of the public munificence, such a

share as has now become the birthright of

every school establislied in the threj king-

doms for tlie children of the humbler
classes. It is particularly in tiie country
districts occupied by our Church, that

tliese things are keenly felt. Let the

Clmrch listen to what our country minis-

ters have to say upon this subject, and
they will be able to speak to her heart

upon it with real feeling and power. And
let not these ministers be silent, and leave

the pleading of their cause to the argu-

ments of this yearly report. The time has

come when they must S))eak out distinctly,

and plead their own cause with earacstness,

if they desire to see this fund maintained
and increased. Symptoms of such a time

being at hand have not been wanting in

recent years. Symptoms of it may nor,

perhaps, be wanting on the present occa-

sion. The Comnuttee appeal to tliem as

the best witnesses of the value and neces-

sity of the School Fund, and to that appeal

they doubt not these brethren will respond.

TJie Comnuttee cannot close this Report
without pointing out to the Church how
extremely inadequate as yet is the scho-

lastic provision which is available for the

wants of the various classes and orders of

the children and youth connected with her

congregations, and how mucli ground yet

remains to be possessed and occupied in

this important respect. The obseiTation

is often made, Uow small a proportion of

tlie youth who are born and brought up iu

Presbyterian families in England, remaiu
in connection with the Presbyterian Church.
Assuming the fact to be as thus frequently

commented on, several probable causes
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may, no doubt, be assigned to account for

it. But there la only one of these which
it is the business of the School Committee
to refer to, and that is the gi'eat lack of

schools in England conducted by Presby-
terian teachers, and leavened with a sound
Presbyterian influence. How few boarding-

schools, e. ff., have we in the neighbourhood

in her membership and offices, instead of

having so often to lament at the sight of

sons turning their backs upon the sanc-

tuaries of their fathers, and disappointing

the hope of their baptism and early do-

mestic training. And there is yet another

class of schools which the Committee
think might, with much advantage, be

of our large towns, or elsewhere, where
j

established in our large towns, viz., even-

the sons and daughters of our wealthier
|

ing classes for working men—artisans and
families can enjoy the advantages of Pres- ; others who are anxious to improve their

byterian training, and can escape the
j

education, but can only pursue that object

danger of having their earliest religious ' at evening hours. Such evening classes

ideas unsettled, and their first ecclesiastical ! are at present coming much into use in

attachments weakened, or even supplanted
How plain and indisputable would be the

advantage of our having boarding-schools

in all our large towns, in all the influences

of which, upon our youth of both sexes,

we could have entire confidence. Then,
again, how few grammar, or classical

schools as yet do we see established among
us, in which the sons of our more respec-

table families—those of them who are not

sent to boarding-schools—might receive

from Presbyterian masters an education

difierent parts of the country, and when
worked in view of, and preparation for, the

middle class examinations, may be the

means of enabling many a young man of

talent and industry to raise himself in the

social scale, and to fit himself for places of

trust and influence both in the world and
in the Church. To not a few such insti-

tutions m.ight prove the ladder by which

they were enabled to cHmb into the office

of the ministry it?elf. An excellent elder

of our Church has recently been pleading

equal to what they are now sent to receive i in the "Messenger" for the establishment

in schools where other religious influences I of such classes among us under the name
tlian those of our own Church are brought \ of Presbyterian Institutes. The Com-
to bear upon them. How desirable, that in i raittee acknowledge the force of his rea-

all our great towns we should have classical ' soniugs, and would gladly see steps taken

schools, not confined, indeed, to Presbyterian
!
to carry out his suggestions, and without

youth, nor even exclusively in the liands of
I asking the Synod to commit itself at pre-

Presbyterianministers, but in which at least
i
sent to the adoption of this plan, or any

the principles and spirit of our Church
|

of the other suggestions before thrown
should be the ruling principles and the

|
out, they would be glad to see all or any

predominant spirit. At present, it is
j
of these topics brought under discussion,

only the children of om^ humbler families
| and the mind of the Church upon them

that enjoy the advantage of being taught elicited. Such discussion would serve as a
under the influence of our Church, and i light to guide, and as a stimulus to stir up,

even of these, as yet, only an inadequate
; the educational zeal of her members, who

proportion. But why should we not
j

desire to see realised everywhere and in

aim at securing for the upper as well as
I every form the beneficent union of Church

the lower classes of our youth the same ! and school, the happy combination of

advantage ? It is manifest that if such an schools fitted to be useful to aU classes

aim were earned out and realised, the and orders of the Church's youth, and
future interest of the Church would be Church's fostering on the one hand, and
coincident with the benefit conferred upon

j

influencing the schools, and rewarded, on
our youth themselves. The Church would j the other, for their faithfid love, by seeing

be a gainer by their gain
;
they would rise

\
their pews occupied and their offices fiUed

up around us a race of true-hearted and i hy a race of young and attached members,
sound-principled Presbyterians, and the

j

vvhom these seminaries have trained for her
Church would rejoice to see the sons

j

service in the fear and worship of the Grod

arising to take the place of their fathers ' of their fathers.

CONVEESION OF A SHIP'S CEEW.

Amongst all the remarkable narratives placed in our hands by the captain—of a

of grace which it has been our pi'ivilege to
j

work of grace among a ship's crew on theii*

peruse during the last two years, we have I way home from Calcutta. From a personal

met with nothing to exceed in interest the ' interview with Captain M'Kelvie, who is a

following account—which lias just been member of the John Knox congregation in
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Stepney, and, we may add, a quiet, unas-

suming Scotchman—we learn, that when

he sailed for Calcutta, in the fall of last

year, out of a crew of about twenty- six,

there were probably not more than three

praying men on board, and one of these

had been a backshder,

The outward voyage was somewhat

chequered, and the salvation of the crew

had often pressed heavily on the mind of

the captain and his fellow Christians, for

which they had earnestly and frequently

wrestled with God in prayer. No blessing

came, however, until, when on their way

home, after being brought through storm

and tempest, the gracious rain descended.

When the Lord has a blessing to bestow

upon a family or a congregation he gene-

rally stirs up the hearts of some of his be-

lieving people first to plead and look for it.

And so was it in the present instance.

May this important fact have its due in-

fluence on our consciences and hearts.

—

Ed.

22, Paynton Terrace, East India Road,

London, July 22nd, 1861.

Dear Sie,—I have been requested by
the Rev. Mr. Keedy (with whom I believe

you are acquainted) to furnish you with a

few notes relative to our late eventful pas-

sage fi'om India, and more especially as it

relates to the revival of religion on board
during the latter part of the voyage. Truly
did we realise the words of David ;

" They
that go down to the sea in ships, that do
business in great waters, these see the

works of the Lord and his wonders in the

deep." Yes, we saw the works of the

Lord's judgment mingled with mercy, and
also the wonders of redeeming grace.

Nothing of particidar interest transpired

from our leaving Calcutta until, in the

14th degree of south latitude, in the Indian
Ocean — there we were overtaken by a

cyclone, the centre passing over our de-

voted ship. For several hours grave doubts
were entertained whether our ship would
survive the tempest ; but Re who

" Plants his footsteps in the sea.

And rides upon the storm,"

permitted not the angry elements to over-

whelm us. The storm was turned into a

calm, and we escaped, not without consider-

able loss, the greatest of which was the loss

of our foremast. Late and early had we to

toil to refit our ship and put her in a condi-

tion to enable us to pursue our voyngo. Biit

while thus dealt with, little tlid we know the
blessings that were in store for us. While
we had to work hard for time, we were
not regardless of the interests of eternity

;

our Sabbath services and Wednesday even-

ing prayer meetings*went on as before, and

on those occasions we tried to im-

prove that dark providence, endeavouring

to impress all with the uncertainty of life

and the necessity of being always ready

;

but apparently with little success, for what-

ever impressions may have been received

during that awful night, soon wore off", and
many seemed more careless than before.

The number who attended divme worship

diminished, and this state of things con-

tinued until we arrived in the vicinity of

the Azores. After divine service on Sabbath
the 19th of May, one of the few who at-

tended came to the chief ofiicer, asking him
for a Prayer-book, as he " wished to say a

prayer ;
" and after receiving some suitable

instruction on the nature of prayer, and an
admonition on its necessity, he went for-

ward. On the following morning this same
young man and one of the apprentices quar-

relled, when the latter threatened to be
avenged the first opportunity. The chief

officer overheard them. After breakfast

the apprentice went into the long boat (a

general "lounge" in warm weather) and
commenced singing a Scripture paraphrase

;

the chief officer then went into the boat

and reminded the boy of his threatening to

avenge himself on "Jack," and pointed out
to him that part of Scripture which says,
" Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the

Lord." While thus engaged, "Jack"
joined them; other portions of Scripture

were read and expounded by the chief

officer ; the spirit of the Lord was present

;

both the lads "Archie" and "Jack" were
convicted of sin.

Instead of endeavouring to write a con-
nected narrative of what followed, I think
it better to supply you with some simple
notes, hastily taken at the time, and never
intended for publication in their present
form. Yet I trust there is nothing in them
calculated to ofiend any who love to hear
of the progress of the Redeemer's kingdom.
I may here state that the chief instruments
in the work of grace to which the following
notes refer were Alexander Heans, chief
officer, and Archibald Philip, carpenter,
men of faith and prayer. Of the latter it

may be said, " Behold an Israelite in whom
there is no guile." . . .

Monday, May 20tJi.—Archie and Jack,
under conviction of sin ; a prayer meeting
in the evening ; a good many present, and
a good influence, but no outward manifes-
tation. Jack engaged in prayer ; both he
and Archie professed to be set free from the
burden of their guilt.

Tuesday, 21st.—During the day the two
young converts and two other seamen lield

a prayer meethig in the Loat, and in the

1

afternoon one of the seamen came down to
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my room under conviction of sin. After
reading a portion of Seriptm*e we engaged
in prayer.

While thus engaged, I heard the steward
in the pantry crying for mercy. At half-

past six o'clock we met in the cabin for

prayer. All were invited. The third

chapter of St. John was read. The car-

penter then engaged in prayer, and Mr.
Heans next. While the latter was pray-
ing, his voice was drowned with cries

for mercy. Jesus was in the midst of us

—

the spirit of penitence and prayer was
poured out upon us. Some were crying

for mercy, others weeping for their sias

against a loving Saviour. And it was truly

an affecting scene to see the boys Archie
and Jack kneeling over the strong men,
now broken down before God, and endea-

vouring to point them to the Lamb that was
slain. One of the men ran away appa-

rently afraid. Oar meeting did not break

up till about eleven o'clock ; several were
rejoicing in the Saviour's love ; all of them
engaged in prayer, and all seemed to have
the spirit of prayer, especially the hoys.

Hearing iheir earnest and eloquent prayers,

we remembered the words of our Saviour,
" Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings

thou hast perfected praise." It was a

glorious night, rich in blessings to all our
souls, except poor B , who was in

despair ; he said there was no mercy for

him. In the evening I expostulated with

those who would not attend our meeting,

warning and entreating them ; but they

did not come. While we were engaged in

the cabin, Mr. Heans was enabled so far

to prevail with the impenitent on deck,

that at last they all kneeled with him on
deck in prayer.

Wednesday^ 22)id.—Morning set apart

for special prayer. I went forward and
expostulated with those who would not

attend our meetings, warning them of the

danger of resisting Grod's Spirit, and en-

treating them to come and join us in our
worship. Service began about nine o'clock,

and lasted till noon. A good influence,

but no new cases. W^e met again at two
in the afternoon. About four o'clock,

while one of the boys was engaged in

prayer, the Spirit came down upon us in

much power. Some of those who did not

attend on the previous evening were now
crying for mercy, and professed to have
found the Saviour before we dismissed.

Poor B also found relief. Thus were

three more added to our number that day,

which constrained us to say, <' Praise the

Lord, oh our souls, for his wonderful mercy
and grace to us poor sinners !

"

Thursday, 23rd.—I went on deck about

half-past five this morning, and found the

long boat fidlof men praying and praising,

and the very man that ran away yesterday

was now engaged in prayer, having found

the Saviour ! I then found one of those

who did not attend our meetings, and told

him he must come down with me to pray
;

he came. The carpenter also came, and we
engaged in prayer for him. We had not

been long engaged, when the steward

brought another of the non-attenders.

We prayed with him also, and, with hu-

mility would I say it, the spu-it of prayer

was poured upon us in a remarkable man-

ner, and we soon heard the joyful sound

of another sinner crying for mercy. The

first who came down ran away. After

breakfast there was another lad prayed for

in the cabin, who himself soon found an

outlet to his feelings in prayer. The meet-

ing was still going on in the long boat,

having begun about one o'clock in the

morning ; I went there for a little while ;

there was a happy influence pervading every

soul. I then went into the forecastle, and

there found a man without hope ; he felt

that he was too great a sinner to be par-

doned, but I endeavoured to tell him of a

gracious Saviour, and prayed with him. I

asked him for his Bible, that I might point

out a chapter for him to read, but he had

none, having lost it in the cyclone.
^
I

invited him down into the cabin, to give

him a Bible, and on entering we found the

boys and some of the men engaged in

prayer. I gave the man a New Testament,

and told him he had better stay where he

was and read it. I then went on deck into

the carpenter's house, and found him en-

gaged in prayer. After a while we went

into the cabin and found the man who but

a short time before had no hope now tell-

ing all he had found the Saviour. In the

afternoon we had a meeting in the cabin

;

all were present except two Swedes ;
and

two others, shortly after the commence-

ment of the service, ran away terrified, and

nothing would induce them to come back.

I can never forget the solemnity of that

afternoon ; it seemed as if we were in the

immediate presence of the great Grod. Yes,

our G-od was near us to bless and protect

us, for Satan seemed to rage, seeing his

,
strongholds pulled down ;

but our God

I

was for us, and who could be against us ?

!
Our meeting went on ; it was truly a blessed

I time ; well might we be " lost in wonder,

love, and praise."

Oh, the wonders of redeeming grace !

jto hear the bold blasphemer confess his

heinous sins, and plead, with earnest cries,

for mercy ; and what a happy sight to see

so many faces beaming with joy, happy in

the Saviour's love ; to see the boys, with a

hold of each other's hands, weeping, and

saying, We shall never fight again, we shall

always love each other now. " Glory to
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God in the highest," three to-day profess

to have found the Saviour.

Friday, 2Wi. — Another blessed day.

In the morning some met in the cabin,

and others in the longboat. We in the

cabin had a rich blessing poured out upon
us. In the afternoon we all met in the

cabin, when another, who previously re-

fused to attend our meetings, came and
knelt with us ; he is a Swede, and prayed

in his own language. We then sang the

paraphrase, beginning

*' From every kindred, every tongue,
Thou brought'st thy chosen race."

After six o'clock a few met in the cabin,

when the carpenter, and chief officer, and
the rest of the converts went into the fore-

castle to plead for a hardened sinner who
had been constrained to kneel with them.

When our meeting in the cabin was over

we went forward and joined them. Grod

magnified his own name ; we heard the

penitent's cry for mercy, and before we dis-

missed, the man professed to have found
the Saviour.

" Oh thou, my sovil, for ever praise.

For ever love bis name,
Who turned thee from the fatal paths
Of folly, sin, and shame."

None but God such* grace can show. All

the converts seem growing in grace. Many
offer delightful prayers, and all have peni-

tential prayers.

Saturday^ 26th.—A day of rich blessing.

We met in the cabin in the morning, and
enjoyed much of God's love ; all the con-

verts joined in prayer
;
many of them are

growing fast. The afternoon was set apart

by all to plead for the only hardened sin-

ner left. All now profess to have found
the Saviour but two. One of them seems
determined to continue in the sei'vice of

Satan, but I trust our prayers in his behalf

will yet be answered. Our ship has become
a house of prayer ; the songs of Zion are

now ascending night and day from some
part of her.

Sunday, 2Gth.—Another happy day. We
had service in the forenoon, and also after-

noon. In the evening, while a few were
met in the cabin for prayer, an aged man
who had hitherto resisted every entreaty,

now came and knelt with us, and ere long

ofhim it might be said, " Behold, he prayeth."

After this our meetings were continued
day by day, and the result is that on ar-

riving in London, on June 23rd, we arc

enabled to record the mercy of God in

giving us reason to believe that all our ship's

company have been converted to the Saviour.

Blessed Jesus ! still march on trium-
phantly in this thy day of grace, until all

hearts shall be subdued to thee as ours have
been, and the whole universe be filled with
the sweet savour of thy name. " Let the
whole earth be filled with his glory.

Amen, and amen."

Neil M'Kelyie,

Commander of the sliij) Thomas Camj^bell."

EVANGELISTS.

To the Editor of the English Presbyterian Messenger.

Deak Sie,—All Christians admit, that

the nearer the Churches of modem times

could be made to resemble the Churches of

apostolic days, the greater would be their

efficiency and success in doing the work

that their Lord has appointed them to do.

The lamentation heard on every side is,

—

where is to be found now zeal, liberality,

faith, and Christian heroism, like that dis-

played by the members and ministers of

the Primitive Church ? The fact, however,

is very much overlooked that the large

development of these graces in the cha-

racter of the early Christians was not pro-

duced simply by the preaching of the

word. These graces were called forth and

strengthened by every Christian engaging

in some "work of faith and labour of love"

suitable to his capacity. Their operations

were not conducted by fits and starts, or

by occasional huge spasmodic efforts, but

were carried on according to plans distin-

guished for their simplicity and their

fitness to accomplish the end desired.

Liberality was called forth and promoted

by "storing," as God had prospered them

for the " weekly offering," and an active

and lively piety was maintained by the

weekly celebration of the Lord's Supper,

as well as by the weekly meeting for

public worship.
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During the dreary reign of Moderatism

in Scotland, the order of deacon fell into

disuse—a proof that the principle of giving

to God of their substance was not held in

much esteem by that party—and the sacra-

ment of the Lord's Supper degenerated

into the observance of an annual cere-

mony. With the revival of evangelical

principles in the Church of Scotland, there

came a return to a better order of things

—

the restoration of the deaconship, and a

more frequent dispensation of the com-

munion. Is it too much to assert that the

great success of the Free Church has been

due to the labours of her deacons—those

humble, shrevv^d, self-denying gift-gatherers

who attend to the Lord's treasury—as much
as to the ministrations of the eloquent,

pious, devoted, and laborious ministers

who occupy her pulpits, or to the ruling

well of her equally devoted elders ?

But the staff of labourers is still in-

complete. In apostolic times there were

teachers whose special duty it was to

preach the gospel to those who had not

become members of the Church. Their

work seems to have lain among those

without the pale of the Church, refuting

the arguments of its enemies, answering

their objections, awakening the indifferent

to a concern about the things of eternity,

and showing the ignorant and the erring

the way of truth. The preachers for

hearers of these classes were Evangelists.

These were preachers pre-eminently dis-

tinguished for piety, ability, energy, and

tact. Not drowsy readers of dull sermonsj

but men who had the "tongue of fire,"

such as Barnabas
;
Paul, previous to his

being chosen the apostle of the Gentiles

;

Philip the Evangelist, Apollos, Silas,

Timothy, and Titus. These men were not

ministers of congregations, or pastors of

churches in the modern sense of these

terms. Their duty rather was to form new

congregations, to see that the proper order

and discipline was established in them,

and that qualified pastors who taught

Bound doctrine were appointed overseers

or bishops of them.

The superintendents recognised by the

Church of Scotland at the period of the

Reformation seem to have been simply

Evangelists under another name. Neither

the Evangelists of apostolic days, nor the

superintendents of reformation times were

prelates. They were preachers to the igno-

rant and unbelieving, and organizers of

new churches, and they consulted in all

matters of ruling with the Presbyters, who
were the episcopoi of the regularly organ-

ized Churches.

I believe that the gospel would have

been spread throughout the Eoman Em-
pire, and the principles of the reformed

faith would have been diffused throughout

Scotland at as slow a pace as Presbyte-

rianism now spreads the gospel among the

masses in England, if there had been in

those times no Evangelists and no superin-

tendents to lead on the aggressive move-

ments of Christianity against the errors

and sins of mankind.

If Evangelists, or superintendents, or

whatever name the special agents be known
by, were necessary for the progress of the

gospel in those days, the time has not yet

arrived when they can be dispensed with

—

"There remaineth yet very much land to

be possessed " even in Q-reat Britain.

If a Philip, a Barnabas, an Apollos, a

Timothy, and a Titus filled this ofiice in

their day with such signal benefit to the

people of Samaria, of Antioch, of Corinth,

of Ephesus, and of Crete, might not a

Dr. Candlish, or a Dr. Guthrie, untram-

melled by the cares of a congregation, be-

come signal instruments of good to the

now unbelieving masses of London, of

Liverpool, of Manchester, or of Glasgow,

were they, or others of kindred mind and

spirit, to become Evangelists to them ? The
rehgious statistics of the cities and large

towns of England for 1861, will show that

the necessity for the Churches taking ener-

getic action to regain their power or in-

fluence over the majorities of their artizan

population is very clamant. What plan

can be devised more likely to be successfal

in achieving this work than simply to re-

store the scriptural office of Evangelist ?

" Seek out the old paths," set up the whole

of the divinely appointed agency of the

Christian Church, and Christianity will

again prevail over the multitude of errors

that delude the people, and prejudice their

minds against hearing the " good news " of

salvation preached in the churches, sab-
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bath after sabbath, by the servants of the

blessed Jesus.

I remain, deai* Sir,

Yours respectfully,

Plebs.

UNION OF PRESBYTERIANS IN

CANADA.—II.

To the Editor of the English Presbyterian Messenger.

Toronto, Upper Canada, 3rd July, 1861.

Dear Sir,—Nothing occurred during

the sittings of the United Synod to mar
the spirit of kindness with which the pro-

ceedings had been conducted. In order to

ensure the best possible working of the

thought

being new to the Synod, it was thought

advisable to adopt no conclusion in the

meantime, but sending it down to Presby-

teries, to delay tiU next meeting, when the

mind of the Church may be expected to be

matured. Several measures immediately

pressing were adopted. For example, a

committee was appointed for twice a year

distributing pi-eachers among the various

Presbyteries. An overture from many of

the elders present, recommending that the

minimum of ministers' stipends be 600

dollars, was received with satisfaction, and
sent down to Presbyteries to be reported

on next year. Committees were also

appointed on Sabbath Schools, on Religion,

and on Statistics.

The attendance throughout was large,

and the members generally took a lively
" " The

newly-organized Church, it- was

advisable, after re-constructing presbyteries,
j interest in the business of the Court,

to leave details for one year as much as 1 characteristic feature of the debates was
possible to their arrangement. Several

|

vigour and earnestness without party

points, however, called for immediate atten- feeling, and the amalgamation of the two
tion. In the Free Church, there had

existed for years a Ministers' Widows'
Fund, to the benefits of which it was cor-

dially agreed to admit the widows of minis-

ters of the United Presbyterian Synod,

now composing part of the United Chvirch,

on their contributing a certain proportional

amount. It was also resolved to lose no

time in instituting a mission to British

Columbia, and our excellent English Pres-

byterian brother, the Rev. C. C Scott, of

Harrow Road, was selected as the first

Missionary, with power to the Committee,

in case of his declining the appointment, to

find a suitable substitute. Some of the

members would have preferred the imme-

diate appointment of two missionaries, and

this will be done if funds and the men can

be found. Considerable difference ofopinion

was proved to exist as to the best mode of

organizing a Home Mission.

The Free Church had hitherto conducted

its operations in this field strictly through

its Presbyteries, while the action of the

United Presbyterian Church had been

synodical. The former method was vindi-

cated on the ground that each Presbytery,

having charge of a mission-field belonging

to its own bounds, was likely to take a

more efiicient oversight of the work than

would a central committee of the whole

Church, spreading its operations over the

whole province. On the other hand it

was argued that the mission-fields of the

more distant and poorer Presbyteries were

by far the moat difficult and extended, and
that some of the richest Presbyteries, from
which the largest sums might be expected,

because having large and flourishing towns
within their bounds, were comparatively

without any local mission-field. Tlic ques-

tion was argued very temperately, but

bodies appeared complete in feeling as in

fact. Differences of opinion never led to

more than a slight temporary warmth inci-

dent to all free public meetings. These

never were even remotely derived from
any lingering want of cordiality in the

two united bodies ; and Dr. Taylor, of

Montreal, ruled as Moderator with ^ dig-

nity and impartiality to which his fine

personal appearance added a peculiar grace.

The two clerks— the Rev. W. Reid, and
the Rev. W. Fraser—proved to be the

right men in the right place ; and the con-

venient and suitable accommodation
afforded by the Cole Street Church and
committee-rooms, together with the hearty

and exhaustless hospitality of the Presby-

terians ot Montreal, left the members
nothing to desire.

Of ministers once connected with our
English Church present, Mr. Kemp, for-

merly of Bolton, and Mr. Gillespie, of

Long Framlington, hold honourable places

in the Canada Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Kemp was especially prominent in

most of the principal questions debated,

and to him the Synod was indebted for

most of the judicious arrangements for its

meeting. Mr. Mitchell, who laboured as a

preacher for some time in Lancashire, is

now a respected minister in the Presbytery
of Toronto, and took a part in most of the
business.

I had almost forgot to say that, as repre-

senting our Church, I appeared at the

Synod of the Free Church, and was most
kindly received and allowed to address the

Court ; and that, after the union, I was
invited again to speak, which I did, though
bearing no comm.ission to the United
Church. On both occasions I thought
myself free to assure the brethren assembled
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of the cordial Christian sympathy of the

Presbyterian Church iu England, and I

was requested to bear the kindest assur-

ances of fraternal affection on their part

towards our Church at home.
An invitation to visit the mission pre-

mises and school at Pointe aux Trembles,

on Saturday, 8th June, was accepted by
the Synod, and as I was kindly included,

w^e embarked on board a river steamer, pro-

vided for the occasion, in the cool of the

afternoon. The expedition was a very

pleasant episode to the business of the

Court. Many ladies were of the party,

and everything was done to make the

occasion agreeable. Before proceeding to

the spot intended, which lies about ten

miles below Montreal, on the south bank of

the St. Lawrence, we were carried up as far as

the Tictoria Tubular Bridge, which, on its

numerous solid piers of masonry, here

spans the two miles' width of the noble

river. Sailing slowly under its central

compartment, we had an opportunity of

closely and deliberately contemplating one
of the greatest works ever accomplished by

human hand ; and it was with a feeling of

awe and admiration that we viewed it. The
sail from thence to Pointe aux Trembles is

interesting
;

pleasant villages of a French
character, often embowered in trees, stud

the shores, and a greater amount of ship-

ping than in any former year at present

occupies the river. The mission premises

were reached in due time
;

they consist of

two commodious houses— a larger and a

smaller—standing conspicuously at a little

distance from the shore, and capable of

accomodating several hundreds of children

with their teachers. Only a few of the

scholars were at school, as the vacation had
begun, but these gave a very pleasing ex-

ample of what is the mode of instruction

pursued in the establishment. The Bible,

in its liistory and doctrine, is the text-

book of religion and morals, and is

thoroughly taught. But all useful branches

of education receive a due share of atten-
|

tion. Great Christian kindness pervades I

the treatment of the children ; and their I

love for their teachers and attacliment to
|

the school have often been proved by the
|

most touching traits. French is the Ian-
j

guage chiefly employed, but English also is

taught.

When it is considered that the scholars

belong to Eoman Catholic families, who
pay for the education of their children in

this thoroughly Protestant school, pre-

ferring it to any of those conducted by
priests and nuns, and that they do

this in spite of the opposition of their

ecclesiastical rulers, it seems evident that

the power of Rome is not what it used to

be in this part of the world. Many young

men have become converts under the
teaching of this establishment ; and there

is a constant succession of missionaries

issuing from its walls to preach in their own
tongue to their Canadian countrymen.
The gii'ls return to their families, generally

well disposed to Protestantism and at-

tached to the reading of the Bible, to

spread among their friends and the com-
munity at large a better feeling towards the
truth. The woi-k is silently but surely

growing, and the priests dare not now speak
openly against it. All denominations of

Protestants support the mission, though I

believe a large proportion of the funds are

contributed from Presbyterian sources.

We were all much pleased with the visit,

and returned to Montreal as the sun was
gloriously setting in the western horizon,

thanking God who has raised up fi*iends to

carry forward his cause in this dark
Popish land.

I am.
Yours faithfully,

Geo. J. C. DuxcAN.

THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE.

We have received a lengthened commu-
nication from the writer of the two let-

ters on the Home Mission Committee's
appeal, in reply to Mr. M'Caw's note
which appeared in our last number. The
writer complains strongly of the manner
in which Mr. M'Caw disposes of his

letters—by a few hard words—on the

ground that they are anonymous. We
print no communication in the columns
of the " Messenger," without first knowing
the name and address of the writer; and
we shall be happy to forward to Mr.
M'Caw, if he so wishes, the card which
our correspondent sends for his information.

But it appears to us tliat the name and
address of the writer hqs little to do with
the question. His strictures were either

true or false ; if they were " most unfair,"

and " abounded in misstatements and misre-

presentations," they deserved to have been
refuted, even if it were not generally known
" who he is."—We were very sorry to have
been obliged last month to leave oyer the

Annual Eeport of the Home Mission Com-
mittee, although in type, to wliich Mr.
M'Caw referred in his note. It will be

found in another part of our columns.

And now, with the publication of so full a

statement of their proceedings, we think

the Home Mission Committee, and their

worthy convener, may safely leave them-
selves in the hands of our readers and
thus allow the matter to end, especially

as it might assume the form of a warm
and unprofitable controversy.
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The Pastor's Farewell. London : J. Paul, i brought to Christ in this place during past

This is a sermon preached bv Dr. Weir T^'"'
""^

^"'"rr""''^-
of these

in River Terrace Church, on Sabbath even- I "7,^
mmister of the Gospel, and a spiri-

ing, June 23rd, on the occasion of his relin- \
''\^^

V'
Two others are highly

quishing the pastorate of the congregation, i '^"^^f r^'i'M"'"'
"'^'"'''^

J • r\ are at the head of largfe educational establish-
as noticed in a previous number. Our i ^ . g "^""i-iuuiidi f s,tu.uiisn

1 -n *i r 11 • ments, blessing and blessed. God has inreaders will peruse the following passage '

i • , ° .

"'i^'

. , 4. rr\ 1 this place put special honour on certainwith interest. Ihe preacher says :— I , ^ j , . \, ceiidui

j

themes and subjects of discourse. Thus,
" I have now to record that the Lord has sermons ia connection with the Lord's day,

given me great encouragements in repeated and the claims of the Sabbath, and the House
instances of the silent yet glorious work ofj of God have been specially owned,
grace which has been going on in many

j

He has thus glorified his Word. He
hearts in connection with the teaching of! has done it in a sovereign way, and he has
the Word of Truth. In my own Bible class but used the minister as an instrument. The
I thank God it has been so. Ah, if there is treasure has been put in an earthen vessel,

one of those dear young women who have ' that the glory may be all his own—that the

been wont to meet me week after week who excellency of the power may be of God and
is yet unsaved, I now beseech her most not of us."

earnestly to give herself this very hour away
to Jesus, to trust now in his blood, and to

accept from his pierced hand of a present

and an everlasting salvation. In connection

The British and Foreign Evangelical Re-
view. July. Nisbet & Co.

This number opens with a good article,

also with the "Word spoken in this place ;

" The Arrow-headed Inscriptions," taken
(though I have been in many cases ignorant

|

from the " Presbyterian Quarterly Review,"
of it for a time), I have found that strangers

[

and therefore is of American origin,

who have entered this house ' by chance,' |

" False Theories of the Atonement" is a

as they thought, but yet by a * Divine
j

seasonable paper, in which the negative

chance,' have been then convinced, and
|

theology contained in the recent publica-

arrested. They have been truly converted, ' tions of Messrs. McLeod, Campbell, Baldwin
and joined to the Lord, by a living faith. Brown, and others, is well and ably handled.

Some of these are now in glory, and some Passing over some minor papers, the chief ar-

are on the way thither. There was the case tide of the number, evidently from the pen of
of two young Scotchmen who came here and I the learned editor. Dr. Cunningham, is the

sat in the same pew. One of them broke
j

last—"Calvin and Beza"— in which he ably
down under the toils of London, and went

j

shows that there was substantially no dif-

home to his father's house to die. There
|
ference in the views of these eminent men

the soft hand of a mother smoothed his ' on the doctrines of original sin and the

pillow, and a pious-father prayed by his side,
j

nature and extent of the a'onement.

One day, through his companion and friend,
|

The short critical notices at the end of
.still in London, I received a message from I the number are instructive and diversified,

this dear youth, asking me to write to him, ! ^, . ,. -rrr t -r,,

telling me for the first time that the Word Christian Woman: her Place and

of God had in this place come to him in ^^^^^ ^^^^^"f
power, and that he was rejoicing in Christ !

l^o°^«^= T. ^elson and Sons,

and triumphing over the fear of death. Then I In another part of our columns we print

for the first time I found from the other
|

lengthened extracts from this excellent little

young man that he, also, in the same place,
;

work, but tliey fail to convey an adequate idea

as they two sat side by side, had received

Christ ; and from the death-bed of

that youth I had a message, and by the

parents of that youth I had blessings con-

of its value. It must be perused entire to

be fully appreciated. Christian women may
well revere the memory of its sainted author,

for never were their true position and worth

veyed, which were more precious to me than ' more truthfully described and ennobled than

gold or silver. Since the announcement
j

in these glowing pages. We wish it were in

that I was about to leave this pulpit, I have ;
the hands of every Christian maid and

had unspeakable comfort and joy in dis- I
mother; and it is now presented in a form

covering that one and another have been ' which places it within the reach of all.
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The Italian Goldsmith ; o)\ the Story of
Cellini. By Mary and Elizabeth
KiRBY. London: T. Nelson and Sons.

The exciting history of Benvenuto Cel-

lini—his genius, his enthusiasm, his extra-

ordinary adventures and sufferings— is here

presented in a manner so winsome and in-

teresting as to make the volume a special

favourite with youthful readers. The closing

part, however, is defective. The last the

reader hears of poor Cellini he is lying in

the pope's prison with a broken leg, a shat- '

tered body, and broken hopes. Instead of

following him to the end of his days, and
drawing a few useful lessons from his event-

ful life, the book concludes with an exciting
,

incident, which ought to appear in an earlier !

part of the sketch. After forgiving the fair

authoresses for this piece of cruelty, we award
,

them all the praise to which their beautifully

written narrative so richly entitles them.
|

The " Banqueting Souse

;

" or, Communion
\

Addresses. By I. S. Spencer, D.D.I
London : T. Nelson and Sons.

j

Few ministers in the American Church
were more honoured of God in the conver-

sion of souls, or in the building up of saints,

,

than the late Dr. Isaac Spencer. For these

noble ends he lived and laboured, "in season,
|

out of season," and the result was a rich
|

harvest of souls to the Church on earth, and

the glorified company of saints in heaven.
|

These beautiful discourses, twenty-six in
|

number, are such as might be expected from
;

such a man—rich in doctrinal truths, and in

glowing affection to the Saviour, who is ex-

hibited in all his fullness, "Christ the all in
i

all," the " end of the law to every one who
j

believeth." The young believer and the

experienced saint will find a rich repast in

every chapter of this beautiful volume.
|

Here is a brief passage taken at random :

—

" Here, then, preparing for the solemnities

of to-day, mourn that you are sinners, but

rejoice that you are redeemed. Here deepen

the contrition of your repentance, add fervour

to your love, gain strength to your faith.

Here come to swear allegiance to Jesus,
come to bathe your soul in his blood. Adore
the mysteries of redemption, and seal your
spirit for heaven. Come to the table of your
Saviour, remembering that he died for you

;

come, penitent, humble, believing; come,
praying for the Holy Spirit to seal you
to the day of redemption. Doubtless you
will have your trials in your life of reli-

gion, but fear not, the blessed Jesus will

take care of you ! Be of good cheer, thy
sins are forgiven thee. But if you would
have these benefits, you must live nigh to

Him
;
you must learn to lean on his bosom

like St. John
;
you must listen and weep

like Mary at his feet; and you must leave

the world and go after Him. Other friends

may forsake you, but Christ never will. He
will be with you in joy and sorrow; he will

go down with you to the borders of the

grave, and when you are covered over in its

bosom he will set his seal upon it that you
are his. But remember, if you would be his,

then you must be his now. Give yourselves

wholly to Jesus Christ, and ratify before

high heaven your covenant between God and
your soul."

A Brief Plea for Presbytery, and for the

Union of Preshyterians in England.
By the Rev. David King, LL.D.
Nisbet & Co.

In this pamphlet Dr. King stands forth

as the champion of English Presbyterianism
and of Union. Those who perused the able

paper from his pen on the same subject,

which appeared a few months since in our
own pages, will be glad to meet the doctor
again. We had marked a few passages for

quotation, but our space compels us to defer

them for the present. But this pamphlet
ought not to be allowed to lie, dusty, on
the publishers' shelves in Berners Street.

English Presbyterianism is unworthy of its

advocate if this pamphlet is not circulated

by thousands, especially among Presbyter-

ians on this side of the Border.

^rE0lii|tBriflH Cjjnrtli in dBnglanJi.

SCHOOL COLLECTION.

The Annual Collection in aid 'of the

School Fund is fixed for the third Sab-

bath of the present month of August ; and

it is earnestly hoped that the response then

made to the claims of this useful fund

will be more liberal than it has been for

some years past. It will be remembered

that at the late meeting of Synod the

merits and claims of the School scheme
underwent a full and deliberate dis-

cussion, and that the discussion ended
in the Synod's renewing its earnest re-

commendation of the scheme to the con-

tinued support and increased liberality of
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the Church. Much regret was mani-

fested that so many of our congregations

have failed to make collections in its

behalf in recent years, and an earnest

hope was expressed that in future these

blanks would not be repeated. The
truth is, that unless there be an improve-

ment in this respect—in the number as

well as in the amount of the collections
j—it will be impossible to extend the

usefulness of the scheme, or even long

to maintain its usefulness at the present

limited point. To many of our congre-

gations the maintenance of these schools

is a matter of vital importance, as their

continued existence and prosperity as

congregations are dependent upon it.

And to all our congregations alike, with-

out exception, it is a question of high

Christian as well as patriotic duty,

whether they are not all urgently called

upon to take part, along with the

Government and other Christian bodies,

in the great educational work of our age

and country.

In name of the School Committee,
Peter Lorimer,

Coru'ener.

P.S.—Collections and Subscriptions to

be forwarded to theTreasurer, John John-

stone, Esq., 67, New Bond St., London.

COLLECTIONS AJsD DONATIONS.
HOME MISSIOJf FUND.

Collections -.

—

Bewcastle 10 0

Widdrington 1 13 0
Marjport 17 5

Association, Kegent Square, London,
for quarter ending 30th June . .17 7 3

Manchetter, July 20th, 1861.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Collections :—
Morpeth £6 15 5

Seaton Delaval 10 0

Whitehaven . . . . 2 14 0
Association . 0 12 0

3 6 0
Parkgate 16 0 0
Kegent Square, London, from Sabbath

Scholars, for two years . . . 10 7 3

James E. Mathieson,
77, Lombard Street, B.C., Joint Treasurer.
London, July &th, 1861.

PRESBYTERY OF NORTHUilBERLAXD.

This Presbytery met at Glan'on, July 9tLi,

1861. The retiring Moderator conducted
public worship in the Church. The roll

b ing called, sederunt, the Moderator, Mr.

Douglas, Messrs. Hoy, Huie, Cathcart,

Edwards, Fergus, Edmonds, Forsyth, and
Fotheringham, ministers. A commission
given in, in favour of Mr. Hall Turn-
bull, ruling Elder in the congregation at

Wooler, to represent the session until next

meeting of Synod, was reail and sustained.

Reason of absence was given in from Dr.

Anderson, which was sustained. It was
moved and agreed to, that Mr. Fothering-

ham, the next member on the roll, be ap-

pointed Moderator for the current year, who
took the chair accordingly. It was moved
and agreed to, that Mr. Blythe be re-ap-

pointed clerk for the current year, in whose
absence Mr. Cathcart was appointed to act

as clerk at this meeting. Minutes of former
meetings weie read and sustained.

It was agreed to postpone the Presbyterial

exercise till next quarterly meeting. The
Presbytery th'in proceeded to take Mr.
Brown on trials, when he delivered, as for-

merly prescribed, an Exegesis, Exercise and
Addition, Lecture, Homily, popular Ser-

mon ; was questioned upon Church History

and Theology, and underwent an examina-

tion in Hebrew and Greek. The Presbytery-

being alone, and taking a conjunct view of
the whole, agreed to sustain the same, and
to proceed with Ids ordination at Birdhope

\

Craig, on the first Tuesday in August, on

i

which occasion the Presbytery appoint Mr.
I Fotheringham to preach, Mr. Forsyth to

give the exposition of Presbytery, Mr.
Blythe to ordain, address the minister and
people. The Presbytery appointed the of-

ficiating minister to serve the Edict at Bird-
hope Craig on Sabbath, 21st July, in the
usual form.

A call, duly attested, was then laid on
the table from the congregati n at Mill
Wall, signed by sixteen members and sixty-

t-vo adherents, in favour of the Rev. W. H.
Edmonds, of Crookham, accompanied with
extracts from the Presbytery of London, to

the effect t at tbey had sustained said call,

and directed the ordinary course of pro-
cedure to tai^e place thereanent. The call

having been read and sustained, the Mode-
rator put the same into the hands of Mr.
Edmonds, who declared that he had resolved
to close with the same, and state his reasons
for so doing at next meeting of Presbytery

;

whereupon the Presbytery ordered the whole
papers lo lie on the table till next meeting;
and Laving resolved to take the usual steps
towards the translation, the Presbytery ap-
pointed, the ofliciating minister at Crook-
ham, on Sabbath, the 14th of July, to serve
the edict summoning th ; minister, members
of Kirk Session, and Communicants, to ap-
pear at next meeting of Presbytery, and
state their reasons, if they have any, why
the translation of Mr. Edmonds may not
be proceeded with.
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The Presbytery adjourned to meet in the

Church at Birdhope Craig, on Tuesday, 6t.h

August, at 12 o'clock. Closed with prayer.

THE PRESBYTERY OF LANCASHIRE.

This Presbytery met at Manchester on
July 3rd. Present—Rev. J. R. Welsh, mode-
rator, pro tern. ; Drs. M'Lean and Munro

;

Messrs. Lundie, Blelloch, Brown, James
Paterson, Ross, John Clelland, Johnstone,

Breakey, Henderson, and Inglis, minis-

ters ; and Messrs. J^IcAIpine, Donaldson,
McEwen, Wightman, Corsen, and William
Brown, elders.

The Session of Canning Street Church,
Liverpool, acting as an interim Session for

the new Church in Heath Street, sanctioned

by last Synod, requested the Presbytery to

moderate in a Call for a minister to that

Church. The application was favourably

considered, and a Committee consisting of

Mr. J. C. Paterson, convener ; Dr. Munro
and Mr. Lundie, ministers ; and Messrs.

Ker and Donaldson, elders, were appointed

to meet with the parties interested, that

suitable arrangements may be made re-

garding ministerial support, and to report

to next meeting of Presbytery,

The interim session for Wharton and Swin-

ton Church requested the Presbytery to

moderate in a Call to that Church, which
request was granted ; and a meeting was

appointed to be held for that purpose on

the 30th inst,, in Wharton Church, at seven

o'clock p.m. Mr. Inglis to preach and pre-

side. The rest of the business was of a formal

nature. The Presbytery adjourned to meet in

Jmnc effectum as above, and for ordinary

business, on the 4th day of September, in

Liverpool.

IntriligentL

MiCHAELCHTJECH, HeEEFOEDSHIEE.—
This rural station of our Church con-

tinues to flourish, and has lately re-

ceived some addition to its numbers. There
is now a regular Session organized, con-

sisting of four elders. The Lord's Supper
was administered on the 30th June by the

Rev, Robert Steel, of Cheltenham, under
whose care the Station is placed by the

Presbytery. There are thirty-two com-
municants on the roll. Divine ordinances

are regularly conducted by ^Ir. Hos^ack on
the Sibbath, and district prayer-meetings

kept up by him. His Labours have not

been in vain in the Lord. The school

taught by him was examined on the 19i.h

June by R. W. Barton, Esq., jun., son of

the proprietor, and lord of the manor. He
was accompanied by one of the Inspectors

of Schools, who expressed himself highly

gratified with the proficiency of the scholars

under Mr. Hossack's mode of tuition. There

j

were upwards of sixty scholars present. On
i

the same day prizes were distributed, and a

I

treat of tea and cake given by the liberality

I

of Mr. Barton. On the 24th the annual

j

tea-party of the congregation was held.

1 150 persons took tea m the school-house.

I

The meeting, augmented by some others,

i

was held iu the open air. Mr. William

I

Sherrat, farmer, one of the elders, was
,
called to the chair. Addresses were de-

I

livered by Mr. Hossack, by the Rev. John

j

Hunter, late of Halifax, Nova Scotia, on

j

America and Canada ; and by the Rev.
Robert Steel. This prosperous . Station,

which is sustained without any aid from the

Home Mission, has already done much for

j

the spiritual good of the parish, and has

i

made our Church known throughout a large

district. It may be interesting to our
readers to know that Preshyterianism once
flourished in Herefordshire, and several

endowments, given by the piety of our fore-

fathers, yet remain to orthodox congre-
gations.

The Cardross Case.—The Judges of
the Court of Ssssion gave their decision on
Friday, July 19th, on the Cardross case.

Their lordships were unanimous in holding
that the subject-matter of the action is quite
within their competence ; and that the Lord-
Ordinary should proceed with the case in
the usual way. The speeches are able and

1
ingenious, as well as carefully prepared

;

I

but tiey hardly glance at the fundamental

j

argument of the defenders, and when

I

they do, glance at it only in a fur-

I

tive, sidelong way. There is a frank ad-

mission that the Court cannot m.ake Mr.
Macmillan a minister of the Free Church

;

but there is also a claim to consider and
determine how the laws of the Free Church
should be interpreted and administered

;

Lord Curriehill curiously enough asking
the defenders to seek comfort in the fact

that the Civil Court does not claim the
right to render Church sentences null, but
only to declare them null— no right to

reduce Church sentences, but only to say
that they must be held as never having been
pronounced ! The key-note of all the

speeches is still that the decisions of
Church Courts must be treated on the same
principle as the resolutions and proceedings
of ordinary secular companies. On some
points a little new light has dawned on their

lordships, but it has been of small practical

value ; and in other matters they seem
losing what little light they had. Thus we
have the Lord President declaring, that, as a

judge, he has not been able to understand
what a Church is. The defenders will im-

mediately appeal the case to the House
of Lords ; and we understand tbat Sir Hugh
Cairns, the eminent counsel, has been re-

tained on behalf of the Free Church.



mPORTAOT FAMILI MEDICIUE.

NORTON'S CAMOMILE PILLS,
THE

MOST CERTAIN PEESERYER OF HEALTH,
A MHO), YET SPEEDT, SAFE, A^B

EFFECTUAL AID IN CASES OF INDIGESTION,
AND AX.I. STOIiaACH COMPLAXNTS,

ANT), AS A NATTTRAL CONSEQITENCE,

A PURIFIER OF THE BLOOD, AND A SWEETENER OF THE WHOLE SYSTEM.

Ikdtgestion" is a weakiiess or want of power
of the digestive juices in the stomach to con-

vert what we eat and drink into healthy-

matter, for the proper nourishment of the

whole system. It is caused by everything
which weakens the system in general, or the
stomach in particular. From it proceed
nearly all the diseases to which we are

liable ; for it is very certain, that if we could
always keep the stomach right we should
only die by old age or accident. Lidigestion

produces a great variety of unpleasant sensa-

tions : amongst the most prominent of its

miserable effects are a want of, or an inordi-

inate appetite, sometimes attended with a
I constant craving for drink, a distension or

feeling of enlargement of the stomach, flatu-

lency,heartburn,pains in the stomach, acidity,
unpleasant taste in the mouth, perhaps sick-

ness, rumbling noise in the bowels : in some
cases of depraved digestion there is nearly a
complete disrelish for food, but still the
appetite is not greatly impaired, as at the
stated period of meals persons so afflicted can
eat heartily, although without much gratifi-

cation
; a long train of nervous symptoms are

also frequent attendants, general debility,

great languiduess, and incapacity for exer-
tion. The minds of persons so afflicted fre-

quently become irritable and desponding,
and great anxiety is observable in the coun-
tenance; they appear thoughtfiil, melan-
choly, and dejected, under great appre-
hension of some imaginary danger, will start

at any unexpected noise or occurrence, and
become so agitated that they require some
time to calm and collect themselves

;
yet for

all this the mind is exhilarated withoutmuch

difficulty; pleasing events, society, will for

a time dissipate all appearance of disease

;

but the excitement produced by an agreeable

change vanishes soon after the cause has

gone by. Other symptoms are, violent pal-

j

pitations, restlessness, the sleep disturbed by
I fiightfiil dreams and startings, and affording

little or no refreshment
;
occasionally there

is much moaning, with a sense ofweight and
oppression upon the chest, nightmare, &c.

It is almost impossible to enumerate all

the symptoms of this first invader upon the

constitution, as in a hundred cases of Indi-

gestion there wiU probably be something

peculiar to each
;
but, be they what they

may, they are all occasioned by the food

becoming a burden rather than a support to

the stomach ; and m all its stages the medi-

cine most wanted is that which will afford

speedy and effectual assistance to the di-

gestive organs, and give energy to the ner-

vous and muscular systems,—nothing can

more speedily or with more certainty effect

BO desirable an object than Norton's Extract

of Camomile Flowers. The herb haa from

time immemorial been highly esteemed in

England as a grateftd anodyne, imparting an

aromatic bitter to the taste, and a pleasing-

degree of warmth and strength to the sto-

mach ; and in all cases of indigestion, gout

in the stomach, windy colic, and general

weakness, it has for ages been sti'ongly re-

commended by the most eminent practi-

tioners as very useful and beneficial. The
great, indeed only, objection to its use has

been the lai'ge quantity of water which it

takes to dissolve a small part of the flowers,

and which must be taken with it into the
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stomach. It requires a quarter of a pint of

boiliDg water to dissolve the soluble portion

of one drachm of Camomile Flowers
;
and,

when one or even two ounces may be taken

with advantage, it must at once be seen

how impossible it is to take a proper dose of

this wholesome herb in the form of tea ; and
the only reason why it has not long since

been placed the very first in rank of all

restorative medicines is, that in taking it the

stomach has always been loaded with water,

which tends in a great measure to counter-

act, and very frequently wholly to destroy

the eifect. It must be evident that loading

a weak stomach with a large quantity of

water, merely for the purpose of conveying
into it a small quantity of medicine must be
injurious ; and that the medicine must pos-

sess powerful renovating properties only to

counteract the bad effects Hkely to be pro-

duced by the water. Generally speaking,

this has been the casewithCamomileFlowers,
a herb possessing the highest restorative

qualities, andwhen properly taken, decidedly

the most speedy restorer, and the most cer-

tain preserver of health.

These PILLS are whoUy CAMOMILE,
prepared by a peculiar process, accidentally

iiscovered, andknown only to the proprietor,

and which he firmly believes to be one of

the most valuable modem discoveries in

medicine, by which all the essential and ex-

tractive matter ofmore than an ounce of the

lowers is concentrated in four moderate
iized pills. Experience has afforded the most
\mple proof that they possess all the fine

xromatic and stomachic properties for which
tJie herb has been esteemed

;
and, as they

ire taken into the stomach unencumbered by
any diluting or indigestible substance, in the

same degree has their benefit been more im-
mediate and decided. Mild in their opera-

tion and pleasant in their effect, they may be

taken at any age, and under any circum-

stance, without danger or inconvenience. A
person exposed to cold and wet a whole day
)r night could not possibly receive any in-

jury from taking them, but on the contrary,

:hey would effectually prevent a cold being

>aken. After a long acquaintance with and
jtrict observance of the medicinal properties

)f NorUWs Camomile Pills, it is only doing

:hcm justice to say, that they are really the

nost valuable of all Toxic Medicixes, By
;he word tonic is meant a medieine which

gives strength to the stomach sufficient

digest in proper quantities all wholesoi
ill-'

poct^';

food, which increases the power of eve

nerve and muscle of the human body, or,

other words invigorates the nervous aj

muscular systems. The solidity or firmne

of the whole tissue of the body, which

quickly follows the use of Norton^ s Camom^

Pills, their certain and speedy effects in r

pairing the partial dilapidations from time

intemperance, and their lasting salutary i: '

fluence on the whole frame, is most co:
'

vincing, that in the smallest compass is coi ;

tained the largest quantity of the tonic prii ^^.v

ciple, of so peculiar a nature as to pervac -

the whole system, through which it diffiis(

health and strength sufficient to resist tl

formation of disease, and also to fortify tt

constitution against contagion ; as such, the

general use is strongly recommended as

preventative during the prevalence of mali^ k
nant fever or other infectious diseases, aiif

to persons attending sick rooms they are ir

valuable, as in no one instance have they ev€

failed in preventing the taking of iUnesE

even under the most trying circumstances.

As Norton's Camomile Pills are parti
jj^^;

cularly recommended for all stomach com

plaints or indigestion, it wiU probably be ex

pected that some advice should be give]

respecting diet, though after all that has beei

writtenupon the subject,after the publicatio]

of volume upon volume, after tiie countr

has, at it were, been inundated with prac

tical essays on diet, as a means of prolonging

life, it would be unnecessary to say more

did we not feel it our duty to make the

humble endeavour of inducing the public t(

regard them not, but to adopt that course

which is dictated by nature, by reason, anc«jj

by common sense. Those persons who study
^

the wholesomes, and are governed by the
^

opinion of vmters on diet, are uniformly
^

both unhealthy in body and weak in mind.
^

There can be no doubt that the palate is de-
^

signed to inform us what is proper for the
^

stomach, and of course that must best in-

v

struct us what food to take and what tc

avoid : we want no other adviser. Nothing

can be more clear than that those articles
|

which are agreeable to the taste were by >

nature intended for our food and sustenance, t

whether liquid or solid, foreign or of nati-^e

production ; if they are pure and unadul-

terated, no harm need be dreaded by their

mce,

Me
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. juse ;
they will only injure by abuse. Con-

! sequently, whatever the palate approves, eat

,^^and drink always in moderation but never

^in excess
;
keeping in mind that the first

process of digestion is performed in the

inouth, the second in the stomach ; and that,

in order that the stomach may be able to do

its work properly, it is requisite the first

process should be well performed ; this con-

sists in masticating or chewing the solid

food, so as to break down and separate the

fibres and small substances of meat and ve-

getables, mixing them well, and blending the

;]whole together before they are swallowed

;

md it is particularly urged upon all to take

plenty of time to their meals and never eat

ji haste. If you conform to this short and

simple, but comprehensive advice, and find

iiat there are various things which others

5at and drink with pleasure and without in-

onvenience, and which would be pleasant

io yourself only that they disagree, you may
it once conclude that the fault is in the

tomach, that it does not possess the power
vhich it ought to do, that it wants assist-

ance, and the sooner that assistance is af-

brded the better. A very short trial of this

nedicine wiU best prove how soon it will

)ut the stomach in a condition to perform

vith ease all the work which nature intend-

d for it. By its use you will soon be able

0 enjoy, in moderation, whatever is agree-

ble to the taste, and unable to name one in-

ividual article of food which disagrees with

r sits unpleasantly on the stomach. Never

/j brget that a small meal well digested affords
'
lore nourishment to the system than a large

ne, even of the same food, when digested

aiperfectly. Let the dish be ever so deH-

ious, ever so enticing a variety offered, the

ottle ever so enchanting, never forget that

emperance tends to preserve health, and
hat health is the soul of enjoyment. But
hould an impropriety be at anytime, or ever

0 often committed, by which the stomach

ecomes overloaded or disordered, render it

tnmediate aid by taking a dose of NortoWs
'amomile Filkf which will so promptly as-

1

sist in carrying off the burden thus imposed
upon it that all will soon be right again.

It is most certainly true that every person
in his lifetime consumes a quantity of nox-
ious matter, which if taken at one meal
would be fatal ; it is these small quantities

ofnoxious matter, which are introduced into

our food, either by accident or wilful adul-
teration, which we find so often upset the
stomach, and not unfrequently lay the foun-
dation of illness, and perhaps final ruination
to health. To preserve the constitution, it

should be our constant care, if possible, to

counteract the effect of these small quantities

of unwholesome matter ; and whenever, in

that way, an enemy to the constitution finds

its way into the stomach, a friend should
be immediately sent after it, which would
prevent its mischievous effects, and expel it

altogether ; no better friend can be found,
nor one which will perform the task with
greater certainty than NORTON'S CAMO-
MILE PILLS. And let it be observed that
the longer this medicine is taken the less it

will be wanted ; it can in no case become
habitual, as its entire action is to give energy
and force to the stomach, which is the spring
of life, the source from which the whole frame
draws its succour and support. After an
excess of eating or drinking, and upon every
occasion of the general health being at aU
disturbed, these Pills should be immediately
taken, as they will stop and eradicate dis-

ease at its commencement. Indeed, it is

most confidently asoerted, that by the timely
use of this medicine only, and a common de-
gree of caution, any person may enjoy all the
comforts within his reach, may pass through
life without an illness, and with the cer-
tainty of attaining a healthy OLD AGE.
On account of their volatile properties,

they must be kept in bottles ; and if closely
corked their qualities are neither impaired by
time nor injured by any change of climate
whatever. Price 13jd. and 2s. 9d. each, with
fuU directions. The large bottle contains the
quantity of three small ones, or Pills equal
to fourteen ounces of Camomile Floweks.

Sold by nearly all respectable Medicine Vendors.

Be particular to ask for ''NORTON'S FIX.LS," and
do not be persuaded to purchase an imitation.



A CLEAK COMPLEXION!!!

EXTRACT OF ELDES FLOWER!
Is strongly recommended for Softening, Improying, Beautify!

ing and Preserving the Skin, and giving it a blooming ano

charming appearance. It will completely remove Tan, Sum

burn, Redness, &c., and by its Balsamic and Healing qualitie?

render the skin soft, pliable, and free from dryness, &c., clea:

it from every humour, pimple, or eruption ; and by continuing

its use only a short time, the skin will become and continue

soft and smooth, and the complexion perfectly clear anc

beautiful.

Sold in Bottles, price 2s. 9d., by all Medicine Vendors am
Perfumers. <

FOR GOUT, RHEUMATISM AND RHEUMATIC GOUT. ti

siico's (jOtjt and rheumatic pills 1

are a certain and safe remedy. They restore tranquillity to the nerves, give tone to th

stomach, and strength to the whole system. No other medicine can be compared to thee

excellent Pills, as they prevent the disorder from attacking the stomach or head, and ha^

restored thousands from pain and misery to health and comfort.

Sold by all Medicine Vendors, at Is. 1 Jd. or 2s. 9d. per box. |

I

imrFIilJCSMZA, COUOHfS, AMD COIiDii.
I

\ SIMCO'S ESSENCE OF UNSEED i

• the most efficacious remedy ever discovered for the relief of persons suffering fro]

Influenza ; the first two doses generally arrest the progress of this distressing complain.
'

and a little perseverance completely removes it. Children's Coughs, as well as recei

'

ones in Adults, will be removed by a few doses (frequently by the first) ; and Asthmafc
'

persons, who previously had not been able to lie down in bed, have received the utmoi

. benefit from the use of

j

SIMCO'S ESSENCE OF LINSEED.
j

Sold in Eottlefs at Is. l^d., and 2g. 9d, each. I

i2
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EXTRAORDINARY MERIT must belong to that which pleases
every one, and such is the ease with the GLENFIELD PATENT STARCH.

WHEN YOU ASK FOR GLENPIELD PATENT STARCH, see
that you get it, as inferior kinds are often substituted.

WoTHEBSPOON & Co., Glasgow and London.

RUPTURES.
BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT.

WHITES MOC-MAIN LEVER TRUSS
Is allowed by upwards of 200 Medical Gentlemen to be the most effective

invention in the curative treatment of Hernia. The use of a steel spring,

so often hurtful in its effects, is here avoided, a soft bandage being worn
round the body, while the requisite resisting power is supplied by the

MOC-MAIN PAD and PATENT LEVER, fitting with so much ease

and closeness, that it cannot be detected, and may be worn during sleep.

A Descriptive Circular may be had, and the Truss (which cannot fail to

fit) forwarded by Post, on the circumference of the body, two inches below
the hips, being sent to the Manufacturer, Mr. WHITE, 228, Piccadilly, London

Price of a Single Truss 16s., 21s., 26s. 6d., and Sis. 6d. Postage, Is.

„ Double ditto, 31s. 6d., 42s., and 52s. 6d. Ditto, Is. 8d.

„ an Umbilical, 42s., 52s. 6d. Ditto, Is. lOd.

Post Office Orders to be made payable to John White, Post Office, Piccadilly.

ELASTIC STOCKINGS, SOCKS, KNEE CAPS, &c.,

For Varicose Veins and all cases of Weakness and Swelling of the Legs, Sprains, &c.

They are porous, light in texture^ and inexpensive, and are drawn on like an ordinary

Stocking. Price 4s. 6d., 7s. 6d., IDs., and 16s. each. Postage, 6d.

Manufacturer, JOHN WHITE, 228, Piccadilly, London.

THE EXTRAORDINARY EXCITEMENT
Prevailing amongst all Classes of Her Majesty's Subjects respecting HARPER
TWELVETREES' PATENT SOAP POWDER is daily increasing. It is

now regularly used with the greatest satisfaction at all the principal English, Conti-
nental, Colonial, and Provincial Public Institutions, Infirmaries, Asylums, Prisons,
Union Houses, Hotels, and Educational Establishments, and has attained a celebrity
altogether unparalleled throughout the Globe. The saving of Time, Trouble, Labour,
Money, Firing, and Soap, to Hundreds of Thousands of Weekly Consumers of Harper
Twelvetrees' Soap Powder, is the best possible proof of its superiority over the nume-
rous and disgraceful imitations which are attempted to be palmed off upon the Public.
Ask only for "Harper Twelvetrees' Soap Powdee," insist upon having " Harper
Twelvetrees' Soap Powdeb," and see before leaving the Shop that you get supplied
with " Harper Twelvetrees' Soap Powder." Sold by Oilmen, Grocers, and
Druggists everywhere.



SLACKS SILVER ELECTRO PLATE
IS A STRONG COATING OF PIJEE SILTER OVEB NICKEL.

MANUFACTURED SOLELY BY RICHARD AND JOHN SLACK
The fact of Twenty Years* wear is ample proof of its durability, and in the hardest use it can ne'

show the brassy under-surface so much complained of by many purchasers of Electro-Plate.

EVEET AETICLE FOE THE TABLE AS IN 8ILVEE.

OLD GOODS REFLATED EQUAL TO NEW.

12 Table Forks ....

12 Dessert Forks .

12 Table Spoons .

12 Dessert Spoons
12 Tea Spoons ....

Electro-Plated
Fiddle Pattern.

£ s. d.

1 10 0
10 0
1 10 0
10 0
0 12 0

Strong Plated
Fiddle Pattern.

0 18

Thread
Pattern.

£ s. d.

2 8 0
1 15 0
2 8 0
1 15 0
13 6

King's or Threa
with Shell.

£ s. d.

3 0 0
2
3
2 2 0
1 10 0

2 0
0 0

TEA «c COFFEE SETS

EVERY NEW PATTERN ALWATS ON VIEW.

Messrs. Slack have been celebrated for Fifty Years for the Superior Manufacture of

their Cutlery.
Per Doz, Per Doz.

Ivory Table Knives, Balance Handle 0 18

Ivory Dessert Eaiives, Balance Handle... 0 11

Carver and Fork each 0 4

£ s.

1 0
0 14
0 5

Per Doz.
£ s. d.

12 0
0 15 6
0 6 9 I

The Best Quality, and Warranted not to come loose in the Handles.

SLACKS IRONMONGERY WAREHOUSE
Is the Cheapest in London, consistent with quality.

FAMILIES FURNISHING will find it to their advantage to inspect the STOCK and compare the
PRICES, a few of which can only be quoted in the limits of an atTver isement.

Copper Coal Scoops, from 238.

Dish Covers, 18s, set of 6.

Queen's Pattern, 28s. set of 6.

Drawing-room Fire-Ironf, from 10s,

The New Coal Scoop, from 10s. 6d.

Improved Coal Boxes, 43. 6d.

f

I

Black Fenders, from 3s, 6d.

Bronzed Fenders, from lOs.

Bright Steel and Ormolu, 65s,

SLACK'S CATALOGUE, with 350 drawings and prices of every requi-
site in Furnishing Ironmongery, gratis or post free. No person
should Furnish without one.

RICHARD & JOHN SLACK,
336, STRAND, OPPOSITE SOMERSET HOUSE.
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